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Sir, 


Annual  Medical  and  Sanitary  Report 

for  the  year  ending  31st  December  1932  */  ~- 

'  ■  i  A5  Tj 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  the  information  of  His  Excellency  the 
Administrator,  and  for  transmission  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Secretary 
of  State,  the  Medical  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  Sey¬ 
chelles  for  the  year  1932,  together  with  the  Returns,  etc.,  appended  thereto. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  M.  LANIER, 

Acting  Senior  Medical  Officer, 


To 

The  Clerk  to  Governor, 


Victoria. 


COLONY  OF  SEYCHELLES. 


Annual  Medical  and  Sanitary  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December  1932. 

SECTION  1.— ADMINISTRATION. 

A. — Staff. 

The  Establishment  for  1932  as  sanctioned  by  the  Estimates  was  as  follows 

European, 


The  Chief  Medical  Officer. 

Resident  Surgeon. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  South  MahA 
Surgeon  Dentist. 


Asiatic . 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  Praslin  and  La  Digue. 

The  Staff  of  the  Hospital  was  as  follows  : — 

4  Hospital  Sisters  (Order  of  St.  Joseph  de  Cluny) 

1  Head  Midwife  and  Matron  Maternity  Section. 

7  Probationer  Nurses. 

1  Midwife. 

1  Probationer  midwife. 

2  Wardmaids  Maternity. 

4  Male  Attendants  at  Hospital  (3  for  day  duty  one  for  night). 

4  "Ward  maids  (3  for  day  duty,  one  for  night), 
j  Cook. 

1  Cook’s  mate. 

1  Cook  to  Nurses. 

1  Maid  Servant  quarters  of  Sisters. 

2  Washerwomen. 

10  District  nurses. 

Attached  to  Pharmacy  and  G liief  Medical  Officer's  Office . 

1  Dispenser  and  Chief  Clerk. 

1  Assistant  Dispenser. 

1  Storekeeper  and  Second  Clerk. 

1  Messenger. 


Fiennes  Institute. 


Master  of  Fiennes  Institute. 

1  Nurse. 

1  Cook. 

3  Male  Attendants  (2  for  day  duty  one  for  night). 
1  Female  Attendant. 

1  Boy  Messanger. 


Male  Leper  Camp  Pound  Island  Praslin. 

Officer  in  Charge  A.  M.  0.  Praslin. 

(Guardian. 

2  Labourers. 

1  Cook,  1  Washerman  (appointed  from  lepers  in  camp). 

Female  Leper  Camp  Pound  Island  Malie. 

Officer  in  charge  Leprosy  Campaign. 

1  Female  guardian. 


Anse  Tloyale  Lunatic  Asylum . 

Officer  in  charge  A.  M.  0.  South  Mahe. 

1  Head  Male  Attendant. 

1  Head  Female  Attendant. 

2  Male  Attendants. 

2  Female  Attendants. 

1  Cook. 

Quarantine,  Public  Health ,  Ankylostomiasis,  and  Leprosy  Campaign. 

1  Sanitary  Inspector. 

6  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors  (One  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  works  under  the  Town 
Board) . 

1  Keeper  Quarantine  Station. 

Cottage  Hospital  Praslin. 

Officer  in  Charge,  Assistant  Medical  Officer  Praslin. 

1  Nurse  transferred  from  Seychelles  Hospital. 

1  Attendant  and  Cook. 


Shortage  in  Establishment. 

During  the  year  there  was  no  shortage  in  the  Medical  Dept. 

Staff  Changes. 

Dr.  Auden  appointed  as  temporary  Medical  Officer  Praslin  18.3.32.  resigned  20.5.  32. 

Dr.  P.  M.  Joseph  appointed  as  Sub — Assistant  Surgeon  Praslin  16.8.32. 

F.  Hoareau  appointed  Male  Attendant  Lunatic  Asylum  16.0.32. 

Dr.  Bradley  C.  M.  O-  returned  from  leave  2.2.32. 

Dr.  Mathew  A.  M.  0.  Praslin  went  on  leave  19.3.32.  and  returned  13.9.32. 

Dr.  Lanier  Resident  Surgeon  went  on  leave  3.9.32. 

Sister  Emmanuel  retrenched  26.4.32. 

Attendant  Bouchereau  of  Lunatic  Asylum  dismissed  15.4.32. 

B. — Legislation  enacted  in  1932. 

ORDINANCES. 

No.  23  : — An  Ordinance  to  amenl  the  Leprosy  Ord.  (1909  No.  1  of  1909). 

No.  29  : — An  Ordinance  to  regulate  the  practice  or  Dentistry  in  the  Colony  of  Seychelles. 
No.  31  : — An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Dangerous  Drugs  Ord.  (No.  7  of  1927.) 

REGULATIONS. 

No.  84  : — Providing  for  the  examinations  of  labourers  or  their  family  prior  to  their 
embarking  and  proceeding  to  islands  as  scheduled  under  these  regulations. 

No.  149  : — Regulations  for  Bakehouses  for  Anse  Royale. 

No.  152  : —  do  do  Praslin. 

No.  162  : —  do  do  La  Digue. 


Financial. 


The  estimated  expenditure  of  the  year  1932  was  Rs.  99,869  of  this  amount  :  — 
Personal  emoluments  amounted  to  ...  ...  Rs.  61,084 

Other  charge  which  include  cost  of  drugs 

and  instruments,  dieting,  uniforms,  etc.  ...  ...  Rs.  38,785 


Total  Rs.  99,869 

The  total  expenditure  for  the  year  was  : — 

Personal  emoluments  ...  ...  ...  Rs.  59,727.77 

Other  charges  •••  •••  •••  ^  39,253.32 


Total  Rs.  98,981.09 


The  total  amount  paid  by  patients  for  hospital  fees  in  1932  amounted  to  Rs. //‘3;d58.37 
jfchis  includes  fees  amounting  to  Rs,  649.00  paid  by  patients  in  the  Lunatic  Asylum. 

The  fees  in  Maternity  Department  amounted  to  Rs.  1,683.00. 

The  amount  received  for  sale  of  drugs  at  the  Government  Pharmacy  was  Rs.  2,914  03. 
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Public  Pharmacy . 

Once  more  attention  is  drawn  to  the  recommendation  made  in  1929  :  in  the  interest  of  thcl 
Colony  a  qualified  Chemist  should  he  in  charge  of  the  Public  Pharmacy. 

Section  II. 

Public  Health . 

During  the  year  under  review  the  health  of  the  European  population  was  good. 

The  total  death  rate  for  all  the  Colony  in  1932  was  12.81  per  thousand  compared  witfe 
13.53  in  1931  ;  this  death  rate  is  satisfactory  and  compares  favourably  with  Europe. 

Communicable  diseases. 

Influenza  of  a  mild  form  is  prevalent,  especially  during  the  change  of  monsoons. 

Dengue  and  Chicken  pox  are  endemic,  sporadic  cases  always  cropping  up;  at  present  thestiS 
diseases  are  mild  and  no  serious  symptoms  are  present. 

Elephantiasis  is  seen  in  the  outlying  districts,  and  Beri-Beri  occurs  in  the  ouPying  islander* 
especially  in  the  Island  of  Coetivy. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Pulmonary  type  is  common  amongst  the  poorer  classes. 

Leprosy  appears  to  be  increasing,  and  this  disease  requires  to  be  carefully  supervised.  Th0 
bulk  of  the  population  requires  education  as  to  how  the  disease  is  propagated  and  the  step* 
necessary  to  combat  and  eradicate  same.  The  native  population  is  careless  and  indifferent  with 
regard  to  the  disease. 

Syphilis  and  Gonorrhoea  are  common  diseases  in  the  Colony. 

Ankylostomiasis  is  prevalent,  but  is  kept  in  check  by  Sanitary  supervision  and  fretf 
treatment  centres  all  over  the  Colony. 

Amoebic  Dysentery  is  prevalent  in  some  districts  in  the  rainy  s  eason. 

Jiggers  are  not  increasing  but  are  found  all  over  the  Colony,  especially  in  the  sandy  plain* 
near  the  seashore. 

Pneumonia  is  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  death  and  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  i* 
prevalent. 

Malaria.  No  fresh  cases  have  occurred  at  Aldabra  and  Assumption  since  1931. 

Population . 

On  the  31st  December  1932  the  estimated  population  was  28,235  viz  :  13,731  males  an  & 

14,504  females.  The  population  has  increased  since  1931  by  449  persons  (242  males  and  207 
females)  since  the  date  of  the  census. 


Births . 

There  were  874  births  (449  males  and  425  females)  in  1932. 

The  total  birth  rate  was  30.95  per  1000  (males  being  15.90  and  females  15.05  per  1000) 
there  was  an  increase  of  45  births  in  1932  compared  to  1931. 

Deaths . 

363  deaths  were  registered  in  1932  (182  males  and  181  females)  as  compared  to  376  In 
1931,  showing  a  decrease  of  13  deaths. 

The  death  rate  in  1932  being  12.86  per  1000  (males  being  6.45  and  females  6.41  per  1000 
compared  to  13.53  in  1931. 

Still  Births, 

59  still  births  were  registered  in  1932  (27  males  and  32  females)  being  an  increase  o€ 
3  over  last  year. 

Marriages . 

185  marriages  were  celebrated  in  1932  viz  :  At  the  Central  Office  124,  at  South  Mah<? 
Office  •> !,  at  the  Praslin  Office  17  and  at  La  Digue  Office  10  showing  a  decrease  of  9  marriage* 
as  compared  to  1931.  There  were  two  marriages  in  articulo  mortis  celebrated  in  1932. 

Causes  of  Death. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  during  1932  were  certified  as  follows 

111  defined  causes  64,  Senile  decay  48,  Pulmonary  turberculosis  13,  Endocarditis  16* 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage  7,  Gastro  Enteritis  12,  Infantile  Marasmus  12,  Hemiplegia  9,  Hereditary 
Syphilis  15*  Congenital  Syphilis  6, 


Sudden  deaths . 


22  sudden  deaths  were  reported  during  the  year#  A  Post  Mortem  examination  was  mad& 

•  in  9,  the  findings  being 

Aneurysm 
Broncho  Pneumonia 
Endocarditis 
Intestinal  Tuberculosis 
Liver  abcess 
Pyaemia 

Shock  following  ingestion  of  an  irritant  poison 
"Volvulus  of  small  intestine 

Total  Post  Mortem  examinations 

Twin  horn  children. 

22  twin  births  were  registered  in  1932  viz  : — 16  at  the  Central  Office,  4  at  Praslin  Offie® 
and  2  at  the  La  Digue  Office. 

lardy  declaration. 

13  tardy  declarations  of  birth  were  registered  in  1932  in  accordance  with  Section  33  (2)  of 
Ordinance  No.  4  of  1893. 


Illegitimate  children. 

There  were  874  births  in  1932  of  which  528  were  legitimate  and  346  illegitimate  ;  86  of  ths 
latter  were  subsequently  acknowledged  by  their  natural  father  in  accordance  with  the  French 
code. 


'Registration. 

For  cases  that  are  reported  without  a  death  certificate  it  is  the  custom  for  the  Civil  Status 
Registrar  to  call  for  a  Police  enquiry  into  the  case.  If  no  foul  play  or  evidence  of  injury  is 
discovered  the  Police  Magistrate  may  order  the  death  to  be  registered  as  ill-defined  causes. 

During  1932  there  were  64  deaths  registered  under  this  heading. 

The  Police  Magistrate  (who  corresponds  to  the  English  Coroner)  ordered  that  post 
mortem  be  made  in  nine  cases. 

General  European  Population . 

They  enjoyed  good  health  during  the  year. 

European  Officials. 

There  are  few  in  number  and  they  all  enjoyed  good  health  during  the  year. 

1  attach  the  number  of  officials  treated  at  Headquarters  Victoria  during  the  year,  this 
return  includes  Junior  Clerks,  messengers,  boatmen,  Police  and  labourers. 

Only  a  few  of  these  cases  were  serious,  the  great  number  being  minor  ailments  such  asr 
indigestion,  slight  contusions  etc. 

This  return  does  not  include  those  treated  in  the  outlying  districts  by  the  Assistant 
Medical  Officers. 


Governor’s  Office . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

8 

Treasury . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

8 

Audit  . 

•  •  •  »** 

4 

Port  Department . 

•  •  • 

22 

Legal  Department  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

22 

Police  and  Prison  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

93 

Medical . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

12 

Ecclesiastical  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

40 

Printing  . . 

•  •  :  •  •  • 

23 

Post  Office  . 

•  •  •  • 

8 

Agricultural . 

•  •  •  • 

42 

Victoria  Town  Board . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

79 

Public  Works  Department 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

86 

Charity  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •• 

38 

Lepers . 

•  •  •  •  i  * 

•  •  • 

23 

508 

5 


leaving 


a 


shortage 


Police  Department. 

The  actual  strength  of  the  Police  in  the  31st  December  1932  was  87 
6  men  to  complete  the  authorised  Establishment. 

Number  admitted  to  Hospital  .. 

Number  of  days  absent  from  duty 

Reported  sick...  . 

Number  recruited  . 

Number  dismissed  . 

The  Police  enjoyed  average  health  during  the  year 

SECTION  III. 

Hygiene  and  Sanitation. 

This  work  is  carried  out  under  the  Superintendence  of  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  assisted 
the  Medical  Officsrs  in  the  County  Districts. 

Mosquito  and  insect-borne  diseases . 


8 

242 

136 

6 

1 


As  was  pointed  out  in  the  last  report,  this  Colony  is  surrounded  |by  malarial  Countries, 
and  in  1929  malaria  was  found  at  Aldabra  Island- 

Under  Ordinance  No.  5  of  1931  all  sailVng  ships  suspected  to  harbour  Anopheles  mosquito 
must  prior  to  entering  the  inner  harbour  and  tying  at  the  quays,  anchor  in  the  outer  harbour 
for  fumigation. 

Incidentally  sulphur  fumigation  destroys  rats  and  other  vermin,  and  allows  of  a  deratiza¬ 
tion  certificate  to  be  issued. 


Epidemic  diseases. 


The  Colony  was  free  from  any  outbreak  of  epidemic  disease  during  the  year.  Sporadic 
oases  of  Chicken  pox,  Dengue  and  influenza  occurred  but  not  in  epidemic  forms. 


Vaccination  of  Children. 


The  Lymph  supplied  was  of  average  quality,  and  the  results  were  as  follows  : — 


Ceniral  district  :  1st  time  ... 

2nd  . 

3rd  . 

South  Mahe  district  1st  time  ... 

2nd  time  ... 
3rd  time  ... 

Praslin  and  La  Digue  1st  time  ... 


i  •  i  •••  • • •  ••• 

•  ••  •  t  • 

•  ••  0  *  0  0  0  0  00* 


•••  •••  • • V 


392 

8 

6 

- 406 

174 

4 

1 

- 179 

...  124 


Grand  Total  ...  ...  709 


Ankylostomiasis  Campaign. 


This  was  carried  out  on  the  same  lines  as  1931.  The  Sanitatary  Inspectors  visited 
twice  during  the  year  all  dwelling  houses  and  compounds  to  see  that  they  are  kept  in 
ance  with  the  provisions  of  Ordinance  No.  9  of  1917. 

The  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  Praslin  and  La  Digue  superintended  and  carried 
the  mass  treatment  in  his  district  assisted  by  a  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Mass  treatment  was  carried  out  at  the  following  centres,  the  vermifuge  used  was 


at  least 
accord- 


out 


Chenopodium,  in  conjunction  with  Castor  o 


ll  and  Magnesium  Sulphate. 


Seychelles  Hospital... 

0*0  0*1  000  000 

...  2347 

J3eau  Vallon  . 

...  852 

Anse  Etoile  . 

...  669 

Cascade  . 

•••  ttk  000  000 

...  565 

Anse  aux  Pins . 

...  937 

Anse  Poyale  . 

604 

Bay  Lazare  . 

...  580 

Anse  Boileau  . 

...  930 

Quatre  Bornes 

...  496 

Anse  Bougainville  ... 

...  395 

Port  Glaud  . 

...  364 

Anse  a  La  Mouche  ... 

...  275 

Glacis  . 

752 

Sans  Soucis 

...  187 

Takamaka  . 

000  000  000  ••• 

...  183 

Carried  forward 

10,136 
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Brought  forward 

10,136 

Bel  air  . 

...  244 

Bel  Ombre  . 

...  115 

Mont  Bernard . 

31 

Mont  Plaisir  . 

76 

Pointe  au  Sel . 

12 

Mt.  Posee . 

11 

Les  Canelles  . 

16 

Praslin  Baie  Ste  Anne  . 

...  101 

do  Grand’  Anse  ...  . 

...  138 

do  Anse  Boudin  . 

103 

do  Anse  Consolation . 

156 

do  Anse  Kerlan  . 

99 

do  Anse  La  Farine . 

57 

La  Digue  La}  Passe . 

414 

Feiicite  island .  . 

49 

Curieuse  island  . 

64 

Aride  island  . 

10 

Total 

11,832 

A  total  mass  of  11.832  persons  were  given  treatment  in  1932  against  11,781  in  1931. 


Leprosy  Campaign. 


As  stated  in  the  last  annual  report  the  regulations  for  the  segregation  of  lepers  with 
their  families  are  not  observe!,  the  relatives  and  friends  of  the  lepers  treat  these  regulations 
as  a  dead  letter.  It  is  hard  for  them  to  understand  that  Leprosy  can  be  stamped  out,  or  at 
least  kept  under  control,  if  lepers  were  prevented  from  mixing  with  the  public,  live  apart  in 
separate  houses,  and  net  sleep  and  eat  with  their  family  and  relatives. 

Leprosy  appears  to  be  increasing  in  the  Colony.  In  the  Cascade  district  as  well  as  in 
Praslin  several  families  have  contracted  the  disease.  This  menace  to  the  Colony  does  not 
appear  to  be  realised  by  the  General  public. 

Regulations  drawn  uo  under  Sec.  4  of  Ordinance  Ho.  1  of  1919  and  Ordinance  Ho.  12  of 
1922  are  disregarded  by  the  appointed  guardians,  and  proper  surveillance  is  not  carried  out  by 
-them.  An  amendment  to  the  Law  is  proposed  by  which  : —  “Any  next  of  kin,  a  guardian  or 
other  person  who  shall  have  entered  into  a  Bond  as  above,  and  who  knowingly  allow,  aids  or 
abets,  or  through  carelessness  or  want  of  neccessary  supervision  or  precautions,  contributes 
in  allowing  such  patient  to  contravene  any  of  the  conditions  of  the  bond  shall  be  guilty  of  an 
offence  and  liable  on  conviction  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  Rs  100  or  to  imprisonment  not  exceed¬ 
ing  one  month  or  both”. 

Treatment  was  carried  out  during  the  year  with  “Hydnocreol”  ;  some  lepers  have  improved 
under  this  treatment.  The  results  are  satisfactory,  but  hundreds  of  injections  are  neccessary, 
as  treatment  covers  several  years.  The  earlier  the  case  comes  under  treatment  the  better,  as 
earlier  cases  react  quickly  to  “Hydnocreol”  and  the  hope  of  a  cure  can  be  held  out  to  the 

patient. 

The  cost  of  maintenance  of  lepers  for  1932  was  Rs  6,816.69,  the  number  of  known  lepers 
in  Seychelles  is  89  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Mali6  24,  Praslin  14,  La  Digue  5,  giving  a  total  of  43  segregated  lepers  and  there  are  46 
in  the  two  Asylums.  In  the  new  Asylum  at  Praslin  25  females  and  at  the  Leper  Camp 
Tictoria  20  females  and  one  boy  of  15  years. 

CEHSUS  OF  LEPERS  SEYCHELLES  COLOHY. 


j Round  Island  Leper  Camp  Male  and  Praslin. 


Patients  in  residence  on  1.1.32 
Hew  cases  discovered  and  sent  to  Leper  Camp 
Patients  transferred  from  Maheto  Leper  Camp  ... 
Patients  transferred  from  Praslin  to  Leper  Camp  ... 


Patients  transferred  from  Leper  Camp  to  Praslin 


Males 

Females 

Total' 

26 

14 

40 

— 

4 

4 

— 

1 

1 

— 

p 

tU 

p 

26 

21 

47 

1 

— 

1 

25 

21 

46 
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Malit  Island. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Segregated  lepers  on  1.1.32 

•  •  • 

16 

10 

26 

New  case  discovered  in  1932 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

I 

16 

n 

27 

Patient  transferred  to  Leper  Camp 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

i 

1 

Patient  who  left  the  Colony 

■  •  • 

1 

— 

1 

Patient  who  died 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

I 

14 

10 

24 

la  Digue  Island. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Segregated  lepers  1.1.32 

•  •• 

4 

0 

4 

New  case  discovered  in  1932 

•  •• 

1 

— 

1 

5 

0 

5 

Praslin  Island. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Segregated  lepers  on  1.1.32 

•  •  • 

7 

7 

14 

New  cases  discovered  in  1932 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Patient  transferred  from  Leper  Camp  to  Praslin 

•  •  •  1 

— 

1 

8 

8 

16 

Patients  who  died 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

8 

6 

14 

The  total  number  of  lepers  in  Seychelles  on  the  31st  December  1932  was  89,  an  increase  of 
5  during  the  year. 


General  measures  of  Sanitation. 

The  fundamental  Law  with  regard  to  Public  Health  is  Ordinance  Ho.  31  of  1900  with 
various  amending  Ordinances  Nos.  3/1902,  32/1902,  10/1903,  8/1910,  7/1922,  and 
G.N.  64/1901. 

The  Victoria  Town  Board  enforces  the  provisions  of  above  Ordinances  and  in  the  Country* 
Districts  Local  Boards  of  Health  are  charged  with  the  same  duties. 

Special  Regulations  made  during  the  year. 

Ho.  84  of  1932 — Providiog  for  the  examination  of  the  labourers  or  their  [family  prior  to  their” 
embarking  and  proceeding  to  outlying  islands. 

Nos.  149,  152,  162  of  1932 — Regulations  for  Bakehouses  for  Anse  Royale,  Praslin  and 
La  Digue. 

Tinder  “Sewage  disposals ”  in  the  Medical  Report  for  1930  was  described  the  system 
in  force  since  the  I  st  October  1930  for  the  disposal  of  night  soil.  This  work  is  carried  out 
by  a  contractor  who  dumps  the  excreta  in  a  specially  built  cofferdam  one  mile  out  at  sea. 

The  general  work  of  supervision  and  control  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  and 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  dispensers  and  latrines  cleaners. 

During  the  year  periodical  visits  were  made  to  all  households  at  Mahe,  Praslin  and 
La  Digue. 

Latrines  in  Victoria  are  provided  with  buckets  which  are  removed  to  the  cofferdam 
situated  in  the  outer  harbour  about  one  mile  out  at  sea.  In  all  Country  districts  each  hous® 
must  be  provided  with  a  pit  latrine,  built  according  to  Ordinance  No.  9  of  1917. 

The  following  prosecutions  were  entered  in  1932. 

-  -  •  f  J  s  \ 

Make  Islands. 


Having  no  latrines. 

2  householders  were  prosecuted. 

2  ,,  ,,  fined,  fines  amounting  to  Rs  7- 


8 


Latrines  full . 

6  householders  were  prosecuted. 

6  „  „  fined,  fines  amounting  to  Bs  20. 

Unsanitary  yards  and  latrines . 

2  householders  were  prosecuted. 

2  „  „  fined,  fines  amounting  to  Bs  7. 

Latrines  in  bad  condition. 

10  householders  were  prosecuted. 

9  „  ,,  fined,  fines  amounting  to  Bs  27.50. 

One  case  was  dismissed. 

Solution  of  Livers . 

5  Offenders  were  prosecuted. 

4  „  „  fined,  fines  amounting  to  Bs  14.50. 

1  case  tiiven  the  benefit  of  the  doubt. 

Exposing  for  sale  food  unprotected  from  flies  and  dust 0 


2  shopkeepers  were  prosecuted. 

2  „  ,,  fined,  fines  amounting  to  Bs  112.50. 

Landing  at  Leper  Camp  ivithout  permission. 

5  visitors  were  prosecuted. 

5  „  „  fined,  fines  amounting  to  Bs  112.50 


Breach  of  Leper  Ordinance. 


2  Offenders  were  prosecuted. 

1  ,,  sent  to  Leper  Camp. 

1  „  wis  reprimanded  and  ordered  to  pay  the  cost  of  Bs  66. 


Meat  Inspection  at  Abattoir  Victoria  by  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 


Humber  of  oxen  slaughtered  in  1982 
Humber  of  pigs  ,,  „ 

Humber  of  green  turtles  „  ...  ...  ...  »,« 

The  following  were  found  diseased  and  destroyed  : — 

4  green  turtles  were  in  a  putrid  condition  when,  brought  to  the  slaughter  house. 
In  Country  Districts  animals  slaughtered  for  sale  to  the  Public  are  inspected 

Police. 


Inspection  of  sites. 


325 

387 

887 


by  the 


During  1932  there  were  four  applications  to  keep  pigs  and  one  to  keep  cow  within  the  li~ 
mits  of  the  town  of  Victoria.  All  applications  were  investigated  and  pig-stys  marked  out. 

Water  supply. 

The  Colony  has  an  excellent  water  supply.  The  rainfall  is  adequate  and  for  drinking  pur- 
poses  the  water  taken  directly  from  the  mountains  is  pure,  palatable  and  free  from  pathogenic 
organisms.  Except  in  heavy  rain  the  water  is  clear  and  sparkling,  and  the  supply  is  abundant. 

The  catchment  areas  require  to  be  well  supervised.  In  the  interest  of  the  health  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  a  special  river  ranger  should  be  appointed  to  patrol  the  river  reserve  and  catchment 
areas  of  water  supplies. 

Le  Hiol  reservoir  is  situated  682  feet  above  sea  level  and  sends  in  approximately 
230,000  gallons  of  water  to  the  town  of  Victoria.  ^ 

A  good  water  supply  is  available  in  case  of  fire,  the  pressure  through  a  5/8  inch  five  nozzle 
having  an  average  of  45  feet  high. 

Offensive  trades . 


Special  regulations  are  made  for  the  town  of  Victoria  to  prevent  soap  factories  and  bake 
houses  being  a  nuisance,  but  in  the  Colony  there  are  not  any  offensive  trades. 


Clearance  of  bush  and  undergrowth. 

A  system  of  reafforestation  has  been  undertaken  by  the  Director  of  Agriculture  and  at 
Hiol  which  is  the  principal  catchment  area  for  the  town  of  Victoria  various  seedlings  to  the 
Dumber  of  8,965  were  planted  in  the  Crown  lands. 
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Schools  and  School  Hygiene . 

There  are  two  secondary  schools  in  Victoria,  one  for  boys,  St  Louis  College,  run  by  the 
Marist  Brothers  ;  the  other  for  girls,  St  Joseph’s  Convent  conducted  by  the  Sisters  of  St  Joseph 
de  Cluny.  Neither  are  under  Government  control.  Both  are  private  boarding  and  day 
Schools  at  which  primary  as  well  as  secondary  education  are  given. 

.  Apart  from  these  two  institutions  there  are  27  schools  known  as  grant-in-aid  schools,  at 
which  free  elementary  education  is  given. 

Those  schools  are  assisted  and  controlled  by  the  Government  ;  they  have  to  conform  to  a 
programme  of  studies  framed  by  the  governing  Body  of  Education  and  approved  by  the  Gover¬ 
nor  in  Executive  Council  ;  they  must  comply  with  the  conditions  laid  down  in  the  regulations 
for  grant-in-aid  schools. 

By  an  extension  of  the  scheme  for  the  technical  training  of  boys,  the  pupils  of  the  two 
Victoria  grant-in-aid  schools  are  now  given  the  opportunity  of  being  trained  by  skilled  instruc¬ 
tors  in  carpentry  and  smith  work  during  their  school  career. 

All  the  grant-in-aid  schools  are  medically  inspected  once  and  sometimes  twice  a  year. 

The  health  of  the  children  is  generally  g*ood  except  for  a  few  cases  of  anaemia  and 
dental  caries. 

The  teaching  of  hygiene  is  compulsory  in  all  the  grant-in-aid  schools  of  the  Colony. 

A  special  competitive  examination  was  held  during  the  year  for  the  award  of  silver  medals 
presented  by  the  Chief  Medical  Officer,  Dr  J.  T.  Bradley,  to  the  best  candidates  at  each  of  the 
schools  of  the  Colony  including  the  two  secondary  schools  in  Victoria,  the  object  being  to 
encourage  and  stimulate  the  teaching  of  hygiene. 

Drill  and  physical  exercises  are  taught  in  nearly  all  the  schools. 


Labour  conditions  in  the  Outlying  Islands . 

The  floating  population  of  the  Outlying  islands  is  estimated  at  1500  but  the  guano  islands 
Jiave  at  times  large  numbers  of  labourers  who  are  sent  especially  to  load  ships. 

During’  1932  the  number  of  labourers  eng’aged  for  the  Outlying’  islands  was  • 


Daros . 

21 

Cosmoledo  ... 

•  •  • 

Marie- Louise 

»  •  • 

73 

Amiran te  ... 

•  •  • 

Denis . 

•  •  • 

134 

Providence... 

•  •  • 

26 

Coetivy 

•  •  • 

48 

Poivre 

•  •  • 

18 

Desroches  ... 

•  •  • 

5 

Flat  . 

»•  • 

4 

Alphonse  ... 

•  •  • 

88 

Farquhar  ... 

•  •  • 

43 

St.  Pierre  ... 

•  •  • 

56 

Assompt-ion 

•  •  • 

140 

606 

In  addition  to  labourers  for  the  outlying  Islands  labourers  are  recruited  by  the  Manager,- 
of  the  “Societe  des  lies  Malgaches”  for  the  French  islands  which  are  under  the  dependency  of 
Madagascar. 

.Reports  received  from  the  authorities  of  Madagascar  show  that  the  health  conditions  in 
the  French  islands  are  good,  the  rations  supplied  liberal  and  of  the  same  standard  as  that  laid 
down  for  the  labourers  of  the  Seychelles  outlying  islands.  Returned  labourers  from  these 
islands  had  no  complaints. 

Labourers  are  also  engaged  for  the  island  of  Agalega. 

No  cases  were  prosecuted  during  1932  in  these  islands  for  offences  relating  to  indiscipline, 
ftiid  no  complaints  relating  to  rations  were  received. 


The  following  is  the  number  or  labourers  who 


Daros  and  Desroches  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  »  • 

...  48 

Cosmoledo  and  Marie-  Louise 

...  96 

Poivre  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

•  •  • 

...  34 

Flat 

•••  •••  •  •  • 

•  M 

...  14 

Providence 

•  •  •  • • •  •  •  # 

•  •  • 

...  18 

Coetivy 

•••  •••  ••• 

•  •  * 

...  42 

Assomption 

•  •  •  •••  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

...  149 

Alphonse 

•  ••  • • •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

...  67 

Farquhar 

•  ••  •••  Ml 

•  •  • 

...  25 

St  Pierre 

•••  •  •  • 

•  •• 

...  55 

Astove  ... 

•  ••  Ml  ••• 

•  •  1 

...  22 

Aldabra  ... 

•  ••  •••  •  • 0 

•  •• 

•  ••  MO 

...  34 

604 

eturned  from  the  outlying  islands  in  1932s— « 
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For  Denis  Island  the  figures  are  not  available  as  vessels  trading-  between  Mahe  and  this 
island  require  no  clearance  from  the  Customs. 

During  the  year  the  Outlying  Islands  Law  Ordinance  No.  5  of  1909  was  amended  by 
Ordinance  No  15  of  1932  which  inter  alia  mates  it  lawful  for  the  Governor  in  Executive 
Council  to  fix  by  Notice  published  in  Government  Gazette  the  scale  of  rations  to  be  supplied  to 
labourers  and  to  prohibit  the  sale  in  the  shops  on  the  outlying  islands  of  any  article 
mentioned  in  such  notice. 

Regulations  No.  166  of  1932  were  then  published  fixing  the  scale  of  rations  to  be  issued 
weekly  to  servants  as  follows  : — 


A  male  servant  over  1 5  years  of  age  (not  engaged  as  a  boy  labourer)  who  has  no  wife  with 
jhim  or  a  female  servant  over  1 5  years  of  age  whose  husband  is  not  engaged  on  the  island  shall 
receive  :  — 

(a)  Fish,  turtle  or  meat,  whether  fresh,  salted,  dried  or  preserved  |  kilo 

(b)  Oil  . . .  ...  ...  ...  250  grammes 

(c)  Salt  ...  ...  ...  ...  125  do 

(d)  Dlioll,  lentils,  pulse  or  peas,  or  fresh  fish  1  kilo  and 

(e)  Unpolished  rice  locally  known  as  Bengal  rice 

as  opposed  to  Saigon  rice  ...  ...  2  kilos  and 

(f)  Unpolished  rice  Bengal  or  ground  maize...  1^  kilos  or 

(g)  for  every  ^  kilo  of  rice  or  maize  required  to  be  given  under  paragraph  (f)  the  following- 

may  be  substituted  : — 

1^  kilos  of  sweet  potatoes,  manioc,  or  breadfruit  and  100  grammes  of  dried  beans  or  dholl 
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A  married  male  servant,  having  his  wife  on  the  same  island  (whether  such  wife  is  employed 
pi*  not)  shall  receive  : — 

(a)  as  above  Section  (a) 

(b)  do  (b) 

(c)  do  (c) 

(d)  do  (d) 

(e)  Unpolished  rice  (locally  known  as  Bengal  rice  as  opposed  to 

Saigon  rice)  ...  ...  ...  3  kilos  and 

(f)  Unpolished  rice  (Bengal)  or  ground  Maize  2^  kilos  or 

(g)  as  above  Section  1  (g). 


Servants  under  15  years  of  age  and  old  male  servants  who  are  not  employed  as  men  labou- 
?ers  but  are  engaged  for  the  work  of  “Boy  ”  labourers  shall  receive  the  two  kilos  of  unpolished 
j*ice  and  one  half  the  other  rations  as  provided  under  scale  1  above. 

Note. — All  rice  supplied  must  be  unpolished  (Bengal)  Rice.  Madagascar  or  Saigon  rice  is 
pot  to  be  supplied. 

Regulations  were  also  framed  prohibiting  the  sale  of  the  following  articles  in  the  shop  of 
the  outlying  islands. 

The  sale  of  the  following  articles  in  the  shop  of  the  outlying  islands  is  hereby  prohibi¬ 
ted. 

1.  Rum  and  other  spirituous  liquors,  toddy  (fermented  calou)  or  bacca,  as  defined  by 
the  Bacca  Laws  for  the  time  being  in  force. 

2.  Saigon  rice. 

During  the  year  Medical  and  Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  outlying  islands  were  carried  out 
t>y  Dr  Mathew  Assistant  Medical  Officer  and  Mr  Westergreen  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  Dr 
Mathew  went  as  Medical  Officer  and  visiting  Magistrate  to  Desroches,  Marie  Louise,  Farquhar 
and  Providence.  His  report  published  in  Appendix  H  revealed  definite  breaches  of  Regulations 
at  Farquhar  where  Saigon  rice  was  being  doled  out  as  half  rations  to  the  men  and  wine  sold  to 
the  labourers  from  the  shop  of  the  islands. 

The  Government  prosecuted  the  owner  of  the  island  before  the  Stipendiary  Court  of  Sey¬ 
chelles.  The  learned  Judge  who  tried  the  cases  acquitted  the  owner  on  the  charge  brought 
against  him  re  the  alleged  breach  of  regulations  concerning  the  rice  given  out  to  the  labourers 
on  the  said  island  and  also  dismissed  the  case  re  the  sale  of  wine  ruling  that  the  word  “wine” 
was  not  included  in  the  words  “spirituous  liquor”  contained  in  Regulation  166  of  1912. 

Mr  Westergreen  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  went  as  visiting  magistrate  to  Assumption 
and  Aldabra  in  the  later  part  of  the  year;  his  report  published  in  Appendix  G  reveals  that  at 
Assumption  the  manager  of  the  island  had  failed  to  provide  rations  in  terms  of  the  law,  that 
the  island  had  run  short  of  food  and  that  a  supply  of  rice  sufficient  for  three  months  had  not 
been  left  on  the  island  when  the  last  ship  left. 

A  prosecution  was  started  by  the  Government  against  the  lessee  of  the  islands.  The 
learned  Judge  found  that  there  was  no  criminal  negligence  on  the  part  of  defendants  and  they 
were  accordingly  discharged. 

At  Aldabra  like  at  Assumption  no  steps  had  been  taken  to  carry  out  the  specific  measures 
.recommended  by  the  Medical  Department  for  the  eradication  of  mosquitoes. 
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Bunged  barrels  had  not  been  provided  for  collection  of  rain  water  at  Assumption.  At  Al- 
dabra  the  reservoir  water  tanks  had  not  been  made  mosquito  proof  and  the  pools  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  settlement  had  not  been  filled  up  with  sand. 

The  work  of  the  Medical  Department  in  the  Outlying  islands  is  little  appreciated  by  the 
persons  for  whose  benefit  it  is  carried  out. 

Health  is  the  primary  need  in  these  outlying  islands,  and  with  labourers  in  good  health, 
the  owners  and  lessees  of  these  islands  have  a  profitable  investment,  as  they  get  better  work 
and  results. 

Money  spent  in  preventive  medecine  in  the  outlying  islands  is  money  wisely  spent. 

The  Medical  Department  with  its  undermanned  and  hard  worked  staff  is  doing  its  best  ill 
research  and  preventive  medecine  in  these  far  away  islands  but  the  co-operation  of  the  owners, 
lessees  and  individuals  is  essential ;  they  should  co-operate  to  protect  their  individual  labourers 
from  infection  take  steps  to  treat  and  control  the  spread  of  diseases,  prevent  outbreaks  or  re¬ 
duce  their  extents  and  virulence,  and  see  that  the  housing,  surroundings  and  water  supply 
are  kept  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

It  is  only  on  the  lines  of  co-operation  between  individuals  residing  in  the  islands  and  the 
Medical  Department  that  disease  can  be  successfully  fought  and  life  made  tolerable  for  the 
labourers  on  the  outlying  islands. 

. ’Recommendations  with  regard  to  the  outlying  islands. 

A  medical  officer  should  visit  the  outlying  islands  at  least  once  a  year  as  it  is  most  impor¬ 
tant  to  inspect  and  control  the  health  of  labourers  there,  to  see  that  sanitary  conditions  are  as 
laid  down  in  the  Ordinances. 

All  labourers  prior  to  their  departure  are  now  medically  examined.  This  is  in  the  interest 
of  both  owners  and  labourers.  Formerly  some  left  with  advanced  venereal  diseases,  others 
with  hernia,  and  in  these  far  away  islands  they  have  no  skilled  medical  assistance. 

Steps  should  also  be  taken  to  see  that  proper  rations,  medecines  etc.  are  forwarded,  and 
that  an  inspection  to  this  effect  be  carried  out  at  Victoria,  that  rations  are  of  good  quality,  and 
in  accordance  with  the  ration  scale  laid  down  by  Law. 

It  should  not  be  difficult  to  devise  some  means  to  control  the  despatch  of  food,  and  it 
would  make  owners  and  lessees  of  islands  pay  more  attention  to  the  feeding  of  their  labourers. 

Food  in  relation  to  Health  and  disease. 

The  staple  food  of  the  native  is  generally  polished  rice  imported  from  India  and,  when  it 
can  be  got,  turtle.  Very  little  meat  is  used  by  the  labouring  class  but  the  better  families  use 
pork,  fowls,  ducks,  egc s  etc. 

The  native  supplements  his  food  with  breadfruit,  manioc,  sweet  potatoes,  bananas.  At 
certain  seasons  of  the  year  there  is  a  large  supply  of  eggs  which  are  collected  from  sea 
birds  on  outlying  islands. 

Fish  curing  is  carried  out  either  by  drying  in  the  sun,  and  smoking  or  first  salting  and 
subsequent  sun  drying  ;  the  latter  system  is  the  commoner. 

Soda  water  factories  and  the  only  ice  factory  are  visited  and  inspected  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  are  kept  in  a  clean  and  sanitary  condition. 

Regulations  are  now  in  force  that  hawkers  of  cakes  and  other  eatables  must  cover  these 
with  a  clean  cloth  to  prevent  contamination  with  flies  and  dust,  and  this  also  applies  to  shops 
that  exhibit  these  articles  of  food  for  sale. 

A  new  Ordinance  gives  power  to  the  Sanitary  Department  to  inspect  and  control  the 
sanitary  conditions  of  all  bakehouses. 

B.  Measures  taken  to  spread  the  knowledge  of  Hygiene  and  Sanitation. 

All  grant-in-aid  schools  have  to  receive  instructions  on  this  subject  during  schools  hours. 
The  catechism  published  in  French  by  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  Dr  Bradley  in  1929  is  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  school  children. 

Special  teaching  is  devoted  to  Ankylostomiasis.  On  this  important  subject  a  special 
catechism  (also  in  french)  showing  how  the  disease  is  propagated  and  how  it  is  controlled 
has  been  published  by  the  same  author. 

0. — Training  of  Sanitary  Versonel. 

Special  teaching  classes  were  again  carried  out  during  the  year,  in  order  to  give 
instructions  to  the  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

The  lectures  were  of  a  practical  nature  covering  the  following  subjects  :  food  supplies 
and  the  common  causes  of  adulterations,  tinned  food,  inspection  of  bakehouses,  mineral 
water  and  ice  factories,  meat  killed  at  slaughter  house,  adulteration  of  milk,  articles 
exposed  for  sale  in  shop,  fumigation  of  cargo  from  vessels,  sterilization  of  passengers’ 
baggage,  supervision  of  night  soil  service  and  its  diposal,  prophylaxis  of  ankylostomiasis 
and  leprosy* 
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IV.  Tort  Health  Work  and  Administration. 

In  the  Colony  of  Seychelles  the  principal  Health  authority  is  the  Chief  Medical  Offiicer, 
aided  by  a  Health  Committee  composed  of  the  Health  Officer,  the  Inspector  of  Police,  and 
three  other  persons  appointed  annually  by  the  Governor. 


Laws  and  Regidations. 


The  Laws  and  Regulations  governing  Quarantine,  and  Port  Administration  are  contained 
in  Ordinance  No.  1  of  1916,  and  Ordinance  83  of  1919,  with  Quarantine  Regulations  enacted 
under  these  Ordinances. 

The  above  ordinances  and  Regulations  are  now  under  revision,  and  a  new  Ordinance  which 
will  bring  the  present  laws  in  conformity  with  the  International  Sanitary  convention  will 
goon  be  in  force. 

During  J  932  the  following  ships  called  at  Mahe  :  38  steamers,  13  sailing  ships,  2  men  of 
War,  1  dhow,  1  tug. 


From 

Bombay 

•  •  • 

13 

55 

Mombasa 

... 

20 

55 

M  adagascar 

•  •  • 

...  Id 

55 

Durban 

•  •  • 

1 

5  5 

Colombo 

... 

o 

...  «j 

55 

Mauritius 

Yl 

...  4 

Aden 

.  .  . 

2 

55 


Free  pratique 
Partial  pratique 
Full  Quarantine 

55 


11 
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Deratisation  of  ships. 


1  sailing  vessel  was  deratised  in  1932  and  25  dead  rats  were  fmnd. 

In  addition  to  rats  destroyed  a  great  quantity  of  minor  vermin  such  as  cockroaches  were 
Jcilled. 


Number  of  passenger's  landed  in  Seychelles. 


1st  class  ...  ...  ...  74 

2nd  class  ...  ...  ...  89 

Deck  ...  ...  ...  288 


451 

Number  of  passengers  who  left  Seychelles. 

1st  class  ...  ...  ...  70 

2nd  class  ...  ...  ...  67 

Deck  ...  ...  ...  172 


309 


Quarantine  Station  Long  Island. 

The  number  of  local  residents  who  visited  the  station  was  274  ;  visitors  staying  at  the 
Quarantine  Station  were  51,  pic-nic  parties  223.  The  water  supply  of  the  Quarantine 
station  is  now  in  order. 

F.ve  passengers  from  Bombay  were  sent  to  Quarantine. 

V.  Maternity  and  Child  welfare. 

The  Maternity  Department  is  under  the  charge  of  a  Matron  holding  in  addition  to  a 
registered  diploma  as  medical  and  surgical  nurse,  special  qualifications  in  midwifery. 

In  addition  to  her  other  duties  she  has  to  deliver  lectures  and  train  the  district  midwives. 
Probationer  midwives  are  trained  at  least  twelve  months  in  practical  work,  attend  a  course  of 
Jectures  in  midwifery  and  child  welfare,  and  a  short  course  in  general  nursing  and  hygiene. 

A  probationer  midwife  when  qualified  is  placed  in  one  of  the  out  districts  of  the  Colony 
and  is  paid  a  retaining  fee  of  Rs  12  per  month  ;  she  is  allowed  private  practice,  and  must  free 
of  cost  attend  all  indigent  and  pauper  cases  of  midwifery. 

The  old  untrained  midwife  is  now  being  replaced  by  a  qualified  midwife  who  has  a  fair 
average  knowledge  of  obstetrics,  of  child  welfare,  and  of  diseases  o/new  born  children. 
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In  appendix  III  of  this  report  the  figures  are  given  on  infant  mortality  under  one  and 
up  to  five  years.  ^  J 

The  still  birth  rate  is  high  and  is  probably  due  the-  syphilis. 

~  4,11 1],111'86?  n}  training  at  the  Hospital  in  their  third  year  have  to  take  out  a  special  course 

of  midwifery  lectures  delivered  by  one  of  the  staff,  and  have  to  pass  a  special  examination  in 
anatomy,  physiology,  and  pathology,  with  regard  to  parturient  patients  ;  they  also  attend 
classes  on  ante-natal  and  post-natal  treatment.  J 

aGents^  WGre  aclmitted  to  tlie  ^atern%  Department  of  the  Hospital  during  the  year  231 

182  babies  were  born  in  the  hospital  including  two  cases  of  twins. 

8  babies  were  still  born  compared  with  11  in  1931. 

There  were  two  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 

8  new  born  children  died  during  the  year. 

Ihere  were  twelve  cases  of  miscarriage  and  abortion  principally  due  to  syphilis, 
cases  of  twin  birt^^  ^  m  6  CaSeS  and  chloro^oim  given  in  6  cases  of  confinement ;  3  were 

19  cases  miscalculated  the  date  of  confinement  and  left  the  hospital  to  return  later  on. 
Ciuettage  for  metritis  and  retained  products  of  abortion  were  performed  8  times  ;  6  cases  from 
Outside  were  admitted  with  post  partum  hiemorrhag’e. 

17  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Gynaecological  ward  and  treated, 
le  Maternity  Department  lias  12  beds  in  3rd  class,  6  in  2nd  and  2  in  1st  class.  Tfrr  111  ■ 

pa^ahl^v^admj.it.s  g»j»i1P])rn  Hnnpif.nl 

.  The  tra|inilg  school  is  invaluable  for  the  training  of  district  nurses  and  midwives  and  fill= 
an  important  place  in  the  needs  of  the  Colony.  mm  wives  ana  nil. 

Hs.  less/668  P“d  bj  PatientS  ‘°  the  Materni‘y  Department  during  the  year  amounted  to- 

VI.  Hospital,  Dispensaries,  and  Venereal  Clinics,  Seychelles  Hospital. 

The  primary  object  of  the  Seychelles  hospital  as  laid  down  in  Ol  d.  20  of  1899  is  to  nrovuhv 

■”  * »” ■— -  •«  s 

Accommodation  for  the  poorer  classes  is  in  3rd  class  male  and  female  wards  ;  this  accom¬ 
modation  is  free  for  persons  admitted  under  Section  165  of  Hospital  Regulations,  in  other 

are  free,  and  th™  no^t™  ch^ges!"  ^  ^  *“d  electro  medical  “ent 

As  a,  rule  m  these  wards  especially  on  the  male  side,  the  beds  are  nearly  always  occupied.  - 
Attac  led  to  this  section  there  is  a  special  children’s  ward  which  is  also  free. 

In  the  2nd  class  ward  a  fee  of  Rs.  1.50  per  diem  is  made  (or  2/3)  ;  this  includes  ordinary 
medicines  and  ordinary  medical  attendance  and  nursing,  but  does  not  include  special" 

m' xisSTritr  **jr* 

difference  is'the  cost^of  food,°r  (W  P"  die”’  ]S*  daSS  B  3.00  or  (4/6)  per  diem,  the 
,  ,  .clas+s  B  gets  the  sa me  diet  as  in  the  2nd  class,  the  difference  in  cost  being  due  to  tlm 

molted  “rd  ftS  hold  sixabeede.  ^  '™'d’  ^  2nd  ^  patienfs  are  acc0“' 

l”. tlie  If*  as  1Q  t.lle  2ncl  flass  wards  the  daily  fee  covers  medical  attendance  and  nursin', 
special  appliances,  drugs  etc.  being  charged  at  cost  in  the  patient's  hospital  account.  A 

.ITai  tritm^r  ^  Charg6d  °“  Ut  “d  ^ patients  for  surgical  ^rations  and  to, 

*nn«  °f  ^  ^  15°° 

Free  treatment  in  the  3rd  class  wards  is  provided  for  constables,  prison  guards. 
Government  House  servants,  messengers,  Poit  Office  boatmen,  and  labourers  in  Government 

OuVfree  *  *  °ffilia  S  pay  0nly  half  fee  111  lst  and  2nd  cIass  wards,  operations  being  carried 

With  regard  to  the  Maternity  Department  a  different  scale  of  charges  is  made. 

In  ord  class  a  fee  of  Rs.  5  is  made,  and  this  covers  all  hospital  charges,  ante  and  post¬ 
natal  treatment,  operative  interference  etc.,  and  there  is  no  limit  as  to  the  period  covered  by 
this  minimum  fee.  1  u  c  UJ 

i  a  ^i13  1eG  TS  1  0t  1UdPosed  tPe  wards  would  be  overcrowded  and  even  at  present  the  12 
fceds  m  the  ward  aie  taxed  up  to  their  limit  at  times.  P 

Poor  and  indigent  patients  are  always  admitted  free  to  the  Maternity  ward. 
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A  fee  of  Rs.  15  is  made  in  2nd  class,  which  covers  all  costs  for  a  period  of  15  days 
includes  the  services  of  a  qualified  midwife,  nursing,  medical  attendance  etc. 

First  class  in  the  Maternity  includes  two  sections.  1st  class  A  pays  Rs.  50  which  covers 
iill  costs  for  15  days,  1st  class  B  which  pays  Rs.  30  which  also  covers  all  costs  for  15  days. 

In  case  of  1st  class  patients  a  reasonable  fee  may  be  charged  for  the  confinement  by  the 
Medical  Officer  w  ho  attends  same. 

.With  regard  to  X  Ray,  Diathermy,  Ultra-violet  Ray  treatment,  this  is  carried  out  by  the 
Resident  Surgeon  who  fixes  his  fees  beforehand  as  all  the  installation  and  apt  art  as  are  his 
private  property. 

In  case  of  3rd  class  and  pauper  patients  no  fees  are  charged  for  X  Ray  examinations  as 
ihere  is  a  subvention  of  Rs.  600  per  annum  allowed  to  the  Resident  Surgeon  for  this  service. 

The  water  supply  from  Hermitage  hills  132  feet  above  the  sea  level  was  abundant  during 
-the  year  and  there  were  no  complaints  on  the  subject  ;  the  discharge  from  the  reservoir  is  13i 
gallons  per  minute. 

Extern  dressing  room  Hospital. 

During  the  year  there  were  2074  cases  treated  in  the  Extern  dressing  room.  Most  of 
these  cases  were  for  minor  in  juries  and  wounds.  Fees  amounting  to  Rs.  95.25  were  paid  for 
pressings  supplied. 


X  Hag  and  Electro  Medical  Department. 

Up  to  September  3rd  when  the  Resident  Surgeon  went  on  leave  103  X  Ray  examinations 
”®$rere  carried  out. 

As  free  examinations  (to  pauper  and  3rd  class  patients  in  the  Hospital)  numbered  56, 
hV%  of  the  total  number  of  X  Ray  examinations  were  carried  out  free. 

Diathermy  treatment  and  Ultra  Violet  irradiation  with  the  Quartz  mercury  vapour  lamp 
iire  also  provided  in  this  Department  and  a  good  many  hospital  parents  of  the  poorer  classes 
j*eceived  free  electro-medical  treatment  during  the  year. 

Admissions  during  1932 . 

846  patients  were  admitted  consisting  of  368  males  and  478  females.  There  were  in 
addition  in  the  hospital  on  the  1st  January  1932  32  patients  (14  males  and  18  females)  matin » 
total  of  S68  patients  for  1932. 

278  males  and  899  females  were  discharged  as  cured. 

46  males  and  41  females  were  discharged  as  relieved. 

20  males  and  23  females  were  discharged  as  unrelieved. 

There  died  20  males  and  14  females  in  the  hospital. 

Surgical  operations  performed  in  Seychelles. 

GOVERNMENT  HOSPITAL. 

Operations  performed  during  the  year  1932  r  umbered  365  of  which  361  were  cured, 
'3  improved  and  3  died. 
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List  of  Operations  with  remarks  thereon. 


Operation. 

No. 

Cured. 

Improved. 

Died. 

Remarks. 

General  abdominal 

Operations. 

26 

For  Hernia 

17 

17 

%  •  • 

„  „  (Strangulated) 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Chronic  Appendicitis 

5 

5 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Laparatomy 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Genito  Urinary 

13 

Operations. 

For  Circumcision 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Orchidectomy 

3 

T3 

•  •  • 

Hydrocele 

7 

7 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Gynaecological 

Operations. 

7 

For  Hysterectomy 

5 

4 

•  •  • 

1 

4 

Died  of  pulmonary  era- 

holism 

Oophorectomy 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Amputations 

8 

7 

•  •  • 

1 

Died  of  diabetic  coma.  8 

Benign  new  growths... 

15 

15 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

15 

Miscellaneous 

Unclassified 

273 

273 

•  •  • 

•  •  3 

296 

Fistula  in  ano 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Fractures 

r* 

O 

2 

•  •• 

1 

Fractured  skull. 

Haemorrhoids 

6 

6 

•  •  • 

Tonsils  and  adenoids 

4 

4 

•  •  • 

Enucleation  of  eye 

1 

1 

Colporraphy 

2 

2 

•  • 

Plastic  repair 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

Pequestrotomy 

1 

•  •  • 

J 

•  •  • 

Total 

365 

361 

1 

3 

365 
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Summary  of  dental  treatment  given  to  Government  Officials ,  employees ,  paupers,  etc. 

in  the  Hospital  for  1932. 

Extractions  with  local  angesthetics  .  118 

,,  without  ,,  ,,  .  128 

,,  with  chloroform  .  16 


„  total  number  of  extractions  262. 

Total  number  of  fillings  .  58 

„  scalings  .  5 

„  dentures  .  16 

The  report  supplied  by  the  Government  dentist  Mr.  Murray  will  be  found 

in  appendix. 

Victoria  . Prisons . 


The  prison  at  Victoria  is  administered  as  a  convict  prison  and  as  a  local  prison,  all  th<? 
prisoners  sleeping  in  association  cells;  the  large  cells  can  accommodate  as  many  as  80  prisoners. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  prison  are  satisfactory,  rations  are  adequate  and  of  good 
quality.  At  times  prisoners  complain  of  the  maize  rations  as  they  are  principally  rice  eaters,, 
but  when  they  get  accustomed  to  the  maize  diet  they  seem  to  thrive  on  it. 

The  general  health  was  satisfactory  during  the  year,  there  was  no  outbreak  of  any  serious 
disease  or  epidemic. 

Prisoners  were  regularly  employed  on  various  industries  such  as  carpentry  and  the  making’ 
of  mattresses,  blinds,  baskets  etc. 

There  were  1097  males  and  62  females  convicted  during’  the  year. 

1052  males  and  57  females  were  imprisoned  for  non-payment  of  fines  and  costs  including 
taxes,  and  45  males  and  5  females  for  penal  purposes. 

The  unexpired  terms  of  sentences  of  prisoners  under  detention  on  81st  December  were  as 
follows  : — 


over  5  years  . 

...  none 

1  to  2  years  . 

7 

6  months  to  1  year... 

...  3 

Below  6  months 

...  10 

20 

The  minimum  number  of  prisoners  during  the  year  was  14  on  one  day  and  the  maximum 
>61  on  one  day. 

The  daily  average  was  30. 

The  total  number  of  prisoners  sent  to  the  Seychelles  Hospital  for  medical  treatment  during 
the  year  was  3  men. 

The  daily  average  on  the  sick  list  was  4. 

The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  prison^  were  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

On  8  occasions  prisoners  were  sentenced  to  solitary  confinement  with  forfeiture  of  1/5 
rations. 

99  were  under  penal  diet,  and  3  reprimanded;  5  prisoner's  who  were  under  the  mark 
system  regulations,  were  deprived  of  part  of  their  marks  owing  to  bad  conduct. 

1  flogging  for  repeated  offences. 

No  execution  nor  escape  occurred  during  the  year. 


Lunatic  Asylum  Expenditure  1932. 


Maintainance 

Rs 

4,204.22 

Upkeep  of  Asylum  and  grounds 

a 

70.61 

Total  expenditure... 

j* 

4,274.83 

Less  amount  paid  by  paying  patients 

649.00 

3,625.83 

Salaries  of  Attendants  and  cook 

3,348.02 

Total  cost  of  Asylum 

6,973.85 

The  total  amount  voted  ... 

Balance  in  favour  on  31.  12.  32 

8,699.00 

1,695.15 
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liable  showing  the  admissions ,  re-admissions ,  discharges  and  deaths  during  the  year 


ending  31st  December  1932. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Jn  Asylum  including  those  out  on 

trial. 

9 

11 

20 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Cases  admitted  in  1932. 

.First  admission 

4 

4 

8 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

JNot  first  admission  ... 

1 

Nil 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

'Total  cases  under  care  during  year 

14 

15 

29 

14 

15 

29 

Cases  discharged  during  1932. 

^Recovered  ... 

2 

1 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

iftelieved 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Died 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Total  cases  discharged  and  died 

.during  the  year 

3 

2 

5 

3 

2 

5 

JEtemaining  in  Asylum. 

11 

13 

24 

Leper  Asylum. 

All  the  lepers  are  not  living  in  the  leper  Asylum  at  Praslin  Pound  Island.  The  quarters 
Jior  the  female  lepers  in  the  new  Asylum  are  not  yet  built  so  the  females  remain  in  the  old 
camp,  until  the  buildings  are  erecte  d.  This  means  extra  expenditure  for  surveillance  and 
administration. 

The  Assistant  Medical  Officer  stationed  at  Praslin  is  the  Officer  in  charge  of  the  Asylum 
and  the  island  which  is  about  miles  from  his  quarters  is  x'eaehed  by  a  small  motor  launch 
specially  provided  for  this  service. 

The  number  of  known  and  certified  lepers  at  the  end  of  1932  was  89  an  increase  of  5 
lepers  during  the  year.  There  may  still  be  many  cases  of  Leprosy  undiagnosed,  as  patients 
and  their  families  hide  this  disease  which  is  looked  upon  in  the  Colony  as  a  social  taint. 

Fiennes  Institute. 

This  institution  is  situated  at  Plaisance  about  two  miles  from  Victoria.  It  has  accom¬ 
modation  for  about  130  paupers.  The  Pesident  Surgeon  who  is  also  the  Medical  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  institute  visits  there  three  times  a  week  and  at  other  times  when  necessary. 

The  daily  average  of  patients  in  1932  was  91. 

There  were  38  deaths  during  the  year  mostly  from  senile  decay  and  cardiac  disease. 

Ps.  7233.15  were  spent  during  the  year  for  the  upkeep  of  the  institution,  this  represents  a 
savino-  of  Ps.  366.85  on  the  amount  voted  for  the  year. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  during  the  year  was  69  and  the  number  discharged  29, 

The  health  of  the  inmates  considering  their  advanced  age  was  fair  throughout  the  year, 
•Stlie  industries  which  include  gardening,  mat,  basket  and  broom  making,  maize  cleaning  etc. 
^realised  Ps,  148.11.  The  cost  of  these  industries  was  111.35,  the  difference  beiDg  handed  over 
£o  the  paupers  as  a  bonus. 


Cottage  Hospital  Praslin. 

This  hospital  is  reported  on  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  in  Appendix  E. 

VII.  Meteorology. 

This  had  been  supplied  by  the  Port  Officer  and  is  given  in  tabulated  form  in  Table  IV. 
3ft  flhows  temperature,  rainfall  winds  and  a  column  for  total  death  in  each  month. 

This  island  of  Ma.he  is  in  Lat.  4.37’  and  although  situated  close  to  the  Equator,  experiences 
•S*ery  little  of  the  hot  and  depressing  weather  common  to  equatorial  regions,  the  surrounding 
pea  ensuring  the  uniformity  and  equibility  of  its  climate. 
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The  South  East  Monsoon  is  more  pleasant  with  it3  steady,  cooler  and  drier  wind  than  the 
Iforth  West  Monsoon  with  its  alternating  variable  winds,  calms  and  resulting  humidity. 

The  hottest  months  are  however  at  the  change  of  the  monsoons  when  the  daily  mean  of 
maxima  temperature  is  85  E.  and  that  of  minima  78  F.  During  the  South  East  monsoon  the 
mean  daily  is  81  E.  whereas  the  absolute  minimum  recorded  is  68  F.  at  sea  level. 

..Relative  humidity  is  76%  at  its  minimum  during  the  South  East  and  81%  at  its  maximum 
during  the  N.  W.  monsoon  extremes  recorded  being  59%  and  93%  respectively. 

Temperatures  of  Stations  situated  at  1.500  feet  or  more  above  sea  level  show  a  decrease  of 
approximately  4  to  5  degrees  E. 


IX.  Scientific. 

Thanks  to  the  free  grant  from  the  Colonial  Developement  Fund,  the  Laboratory  in  the 
Hospital  is  now  provided  with  an  incubator,  special  research  microscope  with  dark  ground 
illumination  and  a  small  still. 

In  the  Laboratory  at  the  Hospital  faeces  are  systematically  examined  for  the  detection  of 
ankylostomiasis,  over  several  hundreds  specimens  having  been  examined  during  the  year. 

Blood  and  other  ordinary  bacteriological  examinations  are  also  systematically  carried  out. 

Ho  more  Anopheles  mosquitoes,  adults  or  larvae,  were  found  at  Assumption  or  Aldabra  on 
the  visit  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  there  lately  and  no  case  of  malaria  has  been  reported 
from  these  islands.  It  is  to  be  hoped  therefore  that  Anopheles  have  died  out  there  as  after 
the  outbreak  which  occurred  in  1911. 

E.  M.  LANIER, 
Acting  Senior  Medical  Officer. 


f. 
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TABLE  I. 


Return  showing  the  Medical  Staff  and  the  principal  members  of  the  Subordinate  staff. 


Names 


John  T.  Bradley  O.B.E.  M.D. 

E-  M.  Lanier  M.D.  M.E.C.S. 

P.  J.  Gonsalves  M.R.C.S. 

L.R.C.P. 

K.  C.  Mathew  M.B.  B.S. 

P.  M.  Joseph  M.B.  B.S. 

A.  Murray  P.D. 

J.  E.  Houareau 
H.  Barallon 
A.  Loustau — Lalanne 

Sister  Catherine 


M 


99 


Yvonne 


Laure 


„  Emmanuel 

A.  Grandcourt  D.N.  &  M. 

S.P.N. 

J.  Faure  C.M. 

Seven  prohalionary  nurses 

F.  Westergreen 
J.  Hickey 

A.  Pool 
M.  Grandcourt 
Y.  Soleil 

D.  Morel 

E.  Forte 
M.  Payet 
E.  Collie 

G.  Hodoul  C.M. 

E.  Mathiot 

Y.  Payet  C.M. 

C.  Collie  C.M. 


Bank  of 
appointment. 


Chief  Medical  Officer 


Resident  Surgeon 


Asst.  Medical  Officer 
Asst.  Medical  Officer 

Asst.  Medical  Officer 

Govt.  Surgeon  Dentist 

Dispenser 

Asst.  Dispenser 

2nd  Clerk  &  Store 

keeper 

Matron  Hospital 

Hospital  Nurse 

Hospital  Nurse 

Hospital  Nurse 

Head  Midwife 

Maternity  Dept. 

Midwife 

Probationers 

Sanitary  Inspector 

Night  Sanitary 

Inspector 

Asst.  Sanitary  Insp. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

Master  Fiennes 

Institute 

Nurse 

Head  Male  Attendant 

Head  Female  Att. 

Nurse  Cottage 

Hospital 


Where  stationed 
on  31st  Dec.  1932 


Yictoria 

Seychelles  Hosp. 

South  Mahe 

Praslin  and 

La  Digue 

Praslin 

Yictoria 

99 

99 

99 

Seychelles  Hosp. 

99 

99 

99 


99 


99 


99 

Yitoria 

99 

99 

South  Mahe 

Praslin 

Yictoria 

99 

South  Mahe 

Fiennes  Institute 
Plaisance 

99 

Lunatic  Asylum 
South  Mahe 

9* 

Praslin 


Remarks. 


Temporary 

Appfc. 


Attached  to 

Y.  T.  B. 
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TABLE  II. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total* 

Estimated  Population  on  31st 
December  1931. 

13,489 

14,297 

27,786- 

Births  during  1932 

449 

425 

874 

Arrival  during:  1932 

272 

113 

385 

Decrease  by  deaths 

182 

181 

363 

Decease  by  departures 

297 

150 

447 

Estimated  population  on  31st 
December  1932 

13,731 

14,504 

28,235 

Het  increase  during  1932 

242 

207 

449 

Birth  rate  during  1932  per  thousand  30.95 
Death  rate  .,  „  „  „  12.86 


TABLE  III. 


AGES  AT  WHICH  DEATH  HAS  OCCURRED. 


Under  1  year  j 

1  to  5  3/ ears  | 

| 

6  to  70  vears  j  70  to  100  years 

Over  100  years 

- — . . ^ 

Total 
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F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

36 

36 

16 

18 

79 

67 

50 

_ _ - 

j  58 

1 

2 

182 
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72 

34 

146 

108 

3 

363 
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TABLE  V, 


.Return  of  Diseases  and  Deaths  in  1932  at  the  Seychelles  Hospital. 


Diseases. 

C3 

-+=> 

•  rH 

p-G 

g  io 

•  S  O 

'3  ® 

•rH  -M 

3 

<D 

Yearly  Total 

T5 

CD 

Remaining  in  He  spita 

at  end  of  1931. 

Remarks 

Admissions 

Deaths 

O 

H 

P 

GO 

o> 
c n 

o 

r— t 

O 

p 

Epidemic,  Endemic  &  Infectious  Diseases. 

Erysipelas 

•  •  • 

0 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

Dysentery  Amb. 

1 

7 

*  •  • 

8 

1 

Gumma 

•  •  • 

i 

•  •  « 

1 

•  •  • 

Influenza 

•  •  • 

19 

•  •  • 

19 

•  •  • 

Leprosy 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  « 

J 

Malaria  (Imported) 

•  •  • 

1 

•  .  . 

L 

Septicmmia 

t  •  • 

6 

4 

6 

•  •  • 

Syphilis 

•  •  • 

9 

•  •  • 

9 

Tetanus 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

Tuberculosis 

1 

10 

3 

11 

Venereal  Diseases 

•  •  • 

17 

•  •  • 

17 

•  •  • 

Varicelle 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

General  Diseases  not  mentioned  above. 

Anaemia 

1 

6 

•  •  • 

7 

•  •  • 

Alcoholic  poisoning 

•  •  • 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

Beri-Beri 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Carcinoma 

... 

5 

1 

5 

•  •  • 

Diabetes 

2 

•  «  • 

2  ; 

•  •  • 

Diabetic  Gangrene 

1 

1 

1 

... 

Goitre 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Lumbago  ... 

•  •  • 

4 

•  •  • 

4 

•  •  • 

New  Growths  various  ... 

•  •  • 

9 

... 

9 

1 

Rheumatism 

... 

10 

10 

1 

Scarcoma  ... 

3 

... 

3 

Leukaemia 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

I 

... 

Affections  of  the  Nervous  System  and 

Organs  of  Senses. 

Conjunctivitis  ... 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

Concussion 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Hemiplegia 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

»  •  f 

Meningitis 

4 

2 

4 

Mental  Debility 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Neuralgia 

9 

Li 

9 

LJ 

•  •  • 

Neurasthenia 

9 

9 

Neuritis 

o 

O 

3 

Otorrhoea 

2 

2 

Otitis  Media 

1 

1 

Paraplegia 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

Tinnitus  Aurium 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

l  1 

Affections  of  the  Circulatory  System. 

Aaieurysm  Aortic 

1 

1 

1 

Arthritis 

8 

'  ■  8 

1 

Cardiac  failure 

1 

1 

3 

Cerebral  Thrombosis 

1 

1 

Endocarditis 

... 

15 

L 

15 

Gangrene  of  Foot 

•  •  • 

2 

o 

Lu 

Haemoptisis 

•  •  • 

2 

... 

0 

mJ 

»  • 

Carried  forward 

3 

179 

15 

182 

4 

.Return  of  Diseases  and  Deaths  in  1932  at  the  Seychelles  Hospital. 


Diseases. 

Rema  ning  in  Hospital 

at  end  of  1931. 

Yearly  Total 

Tota  Cases  Treated. 

Remaining  in  Hospital* 

at  end  of  1932. 

Remarks. 

Admissions 

Deaths 

Brought  forward 

3 

E 

179 

15 

182 

4 

Affections  of  the  Circulatory  SYSTEM-Ctd. 

Myocarditis 

ft  ft  ft 

5 

•  •  • 

5 

•  •  • 

Hsematemesis 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

Phlebitis 

•  ft 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

Rheumatism  Articular 

... 

4 

•  •  • 

4 

•  •  • 

Affections  of  the  Respiratory  System. 

Adenoids 

4 

•  •  • 

4 

Asthma 

12 

•  •  • 

12 

•  •  • 

Bronchitis 

4 

1 

4 

«  ft  4 

Empyema 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

ft  ft  ft 

Pleurisy 

r> 

•  •  • 

5 

Pneumonia 

8 

2 

8 

Polypus 

4 

... 

4 

•  ft  ft 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System. 

Abscess  Liver 

1 

A 

2 

1 

3 

ft  ft  ft 

Append  ic.tis 

•  •  • 

6 

•  *  » 

6 

•  ft 

Ankylostomiasis 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

ft  ft  ft 

Colic 

ft  ft  ft 

9 

9 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

•  •  ft 

1 

1 

Dyspepsia 

t  9 

4 

.  •  • 

4 

ft  ft  ft 

Dental  Caries 

3 

3 

Enteritis 

•  ft  • 

3 

3 

Pistula  in  Ano 

1 

4 

5 

ft  •  ft 

.Gastritis 

•  •  • 

5 

.  .  • 

5 

ft  ft  ft 

Gastro  Enteritis 

9 

3 

9 

Jaundice 

1 

1 

1 

iigemortboids 

6 

•  •. 

6 

Hernia 

1 

18 

•  •  • 

19 

1 

,,  Strang-. 

4 

•  •  • 

4 

ft  ft  ft 

Hepatitis 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  <« 

2 

•  •  • 

Intussusception 

ft  ft  ft 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

ft  ft  ft 

Indigestion 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

ft  ft  ft 

Icterus 

3 

•  *  • 

3 

ft  ft  ft 

Peritonitis 

2 

2 

2 

Proctitis 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

ft  ft  ft 

Worms 

ft  •  • 

2 

... 

2 

Pyorrhoea 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

Diseases  of  the  Genito  Urinary  System. 

Adenitis 

1 

10 

11 

1 

Cystitis 

ft  ft  ft 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

ft  •  • 

Diseased  Testicle 

4 

•  •  • 

4 

1 

Hydrocele 

7 

•  •  • 

7 

1 

Biematuria 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Metorrhag-ia 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

Mastitis 

8 

3 

Nephritis 

•  •  ft 

4 

2 

4 

Ovaritis 

9 

9 

-Orchitis 

•  ■  •  •  •  • 

•  ft  ft 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

... 

Carried  forward 

9 

362 

27 

371 

9 

24i 


Return  of  Diseases  and  Deaths  in  1932  at  the  Seychelles  Hospital. 


Diseases. 

Remaining  in  Hospital 

at  end  of  1931. 

Yearly  Total. 

Total  Cases  Treated 

Remaining  in  Hospital 

at  end  of  1932. 

Remarks, 

Admissions. 

Deaths. 

Brought  forward 

9 

362 

27 

371 

9 

Diseases  op  the  Genito  Urinary  SrsTEM-Ctd. 

Ovarian  Cyst 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Procedentia 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Pyelitis 

1  T  1 

1 

•  • 

1 

Phimosis 

•  .  a 

6 

6 

Prostatitis 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Retention  of  Urine 

J 

5 

•  •  • 

6 

1 

Salpingitis 

•  •  . 

2 

•  •  • 

O 

•  •  • 

Stricture 

•  •  • 

11 

•  •  • 

1L 

2 

Uterine  Fibroid 

16 

1 

16 

1 

Vaginitis 

•  •  • 

5 

•  •  • 

5 

•  •  • 

Affections  of  the  Skin  &  Cellular  Tissues. 

Abscess 

o 

u 

60 

62 

2 

Carbuncle 

2 

2 

Cellulitis 

3 

3 

'Cyst 

5 

5 

Chiggers 

1 

1 

Cheloid 

1 

1 

Decoque 

1 

1 

Eczema 

5 

5 

Pyaemia 

2 

2 

Synovitis 

4 

4 

Sinusitis 

1 

] 

Ulcers 

24 

24 

2 

Whitlow 

1 

1 

— 

Wen 

1 

1 

— 

Zona 

1 

1 

— 

Diseases  of  Bones  &  Organs  of  Locomotion. 

Hip  Disease 

— 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  * 

Affections  of  Old  Age. 

"Senile  Decay 

•  •  • 

14 

•  •  • 

14 

... 

Affections  produced  by  External  Causes. 

Bruise 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

•  .  . 

Burns 

1 

5 

1 

6 

. . . 

Dislocation 

■  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

Fractures 

1 

19 

1 

20 

2 

Injuries 

1 

39 

•  •  « 

40 

1 

Poisoning 

•  • « 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

Ill-Defined, 

Malingering 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

... 

Observation 

.  -  . 

12 

•  •  • 

12 

2 

Ascites 

... 

1 

... 

1 

i 

Hospital  cases 

16 

639 

31 

635 

23 

Maternity  cases 

2 

231 

3 

233 

4 

Grand  Total 

18 

850 

34 

868 

27 

Grand  Total 
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TABLE  VI. 


Return  of  'patients  treated  at  the  Dispensaries. 


Month. 

Seychelles 

Hospital, 

Anse  Eoyale. 

Praslin. 

Total. 

M 

F 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  &  F. 

January 

67 

165 

15 

19 

5 

5 

276 

-February 

86 

212 

23 

39 

6 

14 

380 

March 

51 

127 

30 

11 

6 

12 

237 

April 

23 

95 

31 

32 

17 

27 

225 

May 

28 

47 

35 

43 

11 

19 

183 

June 

88 

78 

40 

14 

4 

4 

178 

July 

24 

67 

42 

15 

7 

5 

160 

August 

25 

100 

37 

25 

16 

6 

209 

September 

37 

104 

40 

30 

25 

14 

250 

October 

44 

170 

23 

26 

14 

22 

299 

^November 

64 

306 

30 

28 

20 

20 

468 

December 

84 

300 

44 

17 

27 

25 

497 

Total 

571 

1,771 

390 

299 

158 

173 

3,362 

Result  of  Cases  treated  at  the  Seychelles  Hospital. 


Sexes 

Eemaining  in 
Hospital  at 
the  end  of 
1931. 

i 

Admitted 
during  1932. 

Total  treated. 

Cured. 

T3 

<D 

.© 

P3 

, 

Unrelieved. 

.Died. 

Eemaining  at 
the  end  of 
1932. 

Total. 

Males 

14 

368 

382 

278 

46 

20 

20 

18 

382 

.Females 

8 

478 

486' 

399 

41 

23 

14 

9 

486 

Total 

22 

846 

868 

677 

87 

43 

34 

27 

868 

26  - 

Appendix  A. — 1932. 

TABLES  SHOWING  THE  ADMISSIONS,  DISCHARGES,  DEATHS  FOR  EACH  YEAR 
FROM  THE  OPEN  TNG  OF  THE  ASYLUM  13th  MARCH  1906. 
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TABLE  SHOWING  CONDITION  AS  MARRIAGE,  PROBABLE  CAUSE  OF  INSANITY,  MENTAL  DISEASE  AND  OCCUPATION 

OF  PATIENTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1932. 
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Appendix  D. 

Annual  Medical  Report  of  South  Mahe'  District  for  the  year  1932. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  daring  the  year  was  fair. 

The  return  of  patients  treated  at  the  public  dispensary  is  appended  hereafter.  The 
-total  number  is  almost  double  that  of  last  year. 

The  general  poverty  of  the  population  arising  from  the  present  economic  depression 
should  account  for  this  increase  in  the  number  of  pauper  patients. 

The  general  venereal  clinic  is  well  attended  and  the  public  seem  tr  be  aware  of  the 
"benefits  of  the  same. 


Asylum. 

The  annual  returns  are  attached  hereto.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Asylum  has 
teen  good  throughout  the  year. 


Vaccination. 

179  were  vaccinated  during  the  jrnar  ;  of  this  four  had  to  be  re-vaceinated  and  one  on 
three  occasions.  Lymph  was  of  good  quality. 

Lepers. 

The  year  opened  with  seven  segregated  lepers.  Two  more  were  declared  during  the 
year  of  this  one  was  sent  over  to  the  Leper  Camp. 

Ankylostomiasis  Camped gn. 

The  district  is  divided  into  seven  centres  and  a  dispenser  attends  one  day  in  the 
week  every  centre  for  free  ankylostomi  isi3. treatment.  The  centres  are  well  attended  and  the 
intensity  of  infection  has  considerably  diminished. 

Schools . 

The  schools  of  the  district  inspected  during  the  year  and  the  report  forwarded. 


Return  of  patients  treated  at  the  South  Mahe  Dispensary. 


Old. 

S  Aew. 

Month 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Total 

January 

6 

14 

9 

5 

34 

February 

14 

32 

9 

7 

62 

March 

20 

9 

10 

9 

hJ 

41 

April 

18 

14 

13 

8 

58 

May 

26 

36 

9 

7 

78 

June 

29 

12 

11 

2 

54 

July 

35 

13 

7 

2 

57 

August 

35 

19 

2 

6 

62 

September 

3L 

21 

9 

9 

70 

October  ..! 

19 

22 

4 

4 

49 

.November 

25 

23 

5 

5 

55 

December 

30 

11 

14 

6 

61 

Total 

288 

"226  i 

102 

63 

679. 

(Sd)  K.  C.  MATHEW, 

A.  M.  0.  South  Mahe. 
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Appendix  E. 

Annual  Report  of  Rraslin  and  La  Digue  District  for  the  year  1032. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

The  general  health  of  the  population  of  these  districts  has  been  fair  since  my  arrival. 
There  was  no  out-break  of  any  epidemic  diseases.  Venereal  diseases  are  rather  very  common 
in  these  districts  and  it  is  a  pity  that  patients  do  not  show  enough  p  itience  and  perseverance 
to  continue  treatment  till  they  are  completely  cured  of  the  disea  e.  Once  they  get  relief  of 
iheir  symptoms  thejr  stop  treatment  with  the  result  that  before  long  they  develop  complica¬ 
tions.  The  majority  of  the  venereal  patients  consult  for  the  complications. 

Secondary  anaemia  and  amoebic  dysentery  are  endemic  in  these  districts. 

Ankylostomiasis  Campaign . 

Free  ankylostomiasis  treatment  is  carried  out  in  the  various  centres  of  the  district  and  it 
5s  very  popular.  The  latrines  are  all  periodically  inspected  and  their  sanitary  condition 

supervised. 

On  the  whole  the  campaign  was  a  success. 

Leprosy. 


(a)  Segregated  Lepers, 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  15  lepers  segregated  at  Praslin  and  G 
segregated  in  La  Digue.  During  the  year  one  of  them  died  of  old  age  in  Praslin, 
leaving  on  the  whole  20  segregated  lepers  in  these  districts. 

(b)  Male  Leper  Camp  Praslin, 

On  my  taking  charge  in  August  there  were  25  inmates  in  the  camp  subsequently 
there  was  a  new  admission,  the  patient  having  been  discovered  at  Mahe  and  sent  to 
the  camp.  One  inmate  expired  in  October  leaving  at  the  end  of  the  yar  25  inmates 
in  all.  Most  of  the  cases  taking  regular  treatment  show  gradual  improvement  in 
their  condition.  Two  advanced  cases  are  refractory  to  treatment  ;  and  inspite  of 
irregular  injections  they  remain  more  or  less  in  the  sa  ne  state.  One  case  Avhich  was 
complicated  with  tertiary  syrphilis  has  improved  considerably  after  a  combined 
treatment. 


School  Inspection. 

All  the  schools  in  this  district  -were  inspected  before  the  year  endi  :g  and  the  reports  duly 

forwarded. 


Vaccination. 

124  children  had  successful  primary  vaccination  and  some  of  th  m  required  repeated 
vaccination  before  it  was  successful* 

Vital  Statistics, 


Total  Births. 

To:al  Deaths. 

Year. 

Praslin. 

La  Digue. 

Praslin. 

La  Digue. 

! 

1931 

84 

58 

25 

18 

1  ■ 

1932 

93 

55 

28 

12 

Still— Bhthi. 


Year. 

Praslin. 

La  Digue 

19.  1 

2 

3 

1932 

7 

3 

31 


Cottage  Hospital  Traslin. 

Since  my  taking  charge  in  August  there  is  no  change  in  the  staff.  The  Nurse  gives  the 
general  anEesthetic  when  ever  necessary 

Statistics  of  the  C.  Hospital . 


No.  of  cases 

Transferred  to 

admitted  during 

No.  cured. 

No.  relieved. 

Seychelles 

Deaths. 

the  year. 

Hospital. 

85 

73 

5 

4 

3 

Analysis  of  Cases  treated  in  the  Cottage  Hospital  Traslin. 


A.  Medical  and  Surgical  cases. 

1.  Non  specific  Pyogenic  infections. 

(a)  Abcess  various 

(b)  Gangrene 

2.  Specific  Infections. 

Gummatous  ulcer 

3.  Injuries. 

(a)  Gun  shot  wounds  ... 

(b)  Wounds  of  soft  parts 

(c)  Fractures 


4.  Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  Respiratory  System. 

(a)  Pi  eumonia 

(b)  Broncho  pneumonia 

i 

5.  Diseases  of  the  Genito  Urinary  System. 

Hydrocele  ...  «... 

6.  Tropical  Diseases. 

Dysentery 

Am  cubic  Hepatitis 
Tropical  Pyrexia 

7.  Diseases  of  the  eye. 

Foreign  body  in  eye 
Conjunctivitis 

8.  Diseases  of  the  locomotor  system. 

Rheumatoid  arthritis 
Synovitis 

9.  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System. 

AnEetnia 

Phlebitis  ...  ... 

10.  Other  Diseases. 

Cyst 

Marasmus 

Strang.  Hernia 

Acute  G astro  enteritis  ... 

JB.  Maternity  Cases. 

1.  Abortion 

Premature  delivery 
Full  term  delivery  ... 


17 

1 


1 


1 

6 

8 


2 

3 


2 


3 

i 

x. 

I 


1 

2 


1 

1 


1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

26 


/ 


Total 


85 


32 

Cases  requiring  Surgical  Aid  in  the  Cottage  Hospital. 


Nature  of  disease. 

No.  of  cases. 

Nature  of  operation. 

Anaesthetic  used. 

Abscess 

17 

Incision 

8  Ethylchloride 

.Accidental  Wounds 

5 

Sutured 

JToreign  body  in  eye 

1 

Removed 

Cocaine 

'Hydrocele 

2 

1  tapped  a 

1  radical  'vure 

Chloroform 

Strangulated  Hernia 

1 

Relieved 

do 

fractures 

8 

Reduced 

2  Chloroform 

Oyst 

1 

Removed 

Cocaine 

incomplete  abortion 

1 

Completed 

Nil 

Septic  peritonitis 

1 

Lapratomy 

Chloroform 

Chronic  ulcer  leg 

1 

t  , 

Skin  grafting 

do 

Deturn  of  patients  treated  at  the  hree  Dispensaries. 


Months 

Bay  St.  Anne 

Grand 

Arise 

La  Digue 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M  &  F 

.January 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

4 

4 

10 

February 

... 

1 

3 

3 

7 

2 

4 

20 

March 

•  •  i 

1 

2 

1 

8 

4 

2 

18 

April 

... 

3 

6 

11 

n 

3 

10 

44 

May 

... 

6 

3 

2 

9 

3 

7 

30 

June 

•  •  • 

2 

4 

!  9 

u 

•  0  • 

•  C  J 

... 

$ 

July 

... 

7 

5 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

12 

August 

... 

'  -8 

2 

2 

2 

6 

2 

22 

September 

... 

9 

o 

mJ 

5 

5 

11 

7 

39 

October 

... 

2 

2 

3 

7 

9 

13 

36 

November 

... 

5 

3 

3 

8 

f  t\ 

12 

40 

December 

• 

6 

6 

12 

7 

9 

12 

52 

Total 

•  •  • 

54 

40 

45 

60 

59 

73 

331 

(Sd)  P.  M.  JOSEPH, 

A.  M,  O,  Pr-aslim 
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Appendix  F. 


Dental  Inspection  of  School  Children  bp  Mr.  A.  Murray  Government  Dental 

Surgeon . 

The  children  in  the  following  schools  were  examined  by  during  1932. 


No.  of  scholars. 

Treatment 

required. 

No.  of  exts. 

Fillings. 

With  sound 
dentition. 

Victoria  St.  Paul’s 

77 

109 

47 

32 

,,  C.  of  E. 

113 

129 

91 

59 

Bel  Ombre 

11 

8 

23 

5 

Victoria  E,C.  Boys 

205 

150 

181 

92 

„  Girls 

9 

16 

14 

3 

Anse  Etoile 

25 

28 

20 

10 

Glacis 

09 

100 

45 

26 

Bel  Ombre 

95 

98 

58 

45 

Baie  Lazarre 

74 

33 

30 

55 

Takamaka 

58 

52 

17 

39 

Baie  Ste.  Anne  Praslin 

76 

22 

32 

55 

Anse  Boudin  „ 

32 

14 

21 

25 

Total 

844 

759 

579 

446 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  figures  that  the  children  living  in  the  country  have  a  much 
Jligher  percentage  of  sound  dentition  (all  teeth  perfect)  than  those  attending  the  town  schools, 
inis  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  fact  that  the  country  children  lead  a  healthier  life  and  have  the 
advantage  of  being  able  to  obtain  more  fruit  and  vegetables. 

During  my  visit  to  Praslin,  I  elicited  the  fact  that  nearly  every  child  there  clean  their 
teeth  with  salt,  this  is  no  doubt  very  beneficial  to  both  teeth  and  gums  as  the  very  high  per¬ 
centage  with  sound  dentition  is  proof,  and  not  a  single  case  of  pyorrhsea  was  seen. 

It  is  a  great  pity  that  there  are,  at  present,  no  funds  available  to  keep  the  children’s  teeth 
in  order  it  being  universally  recognised  as  the  most  important  attention  required  and  at  the 
‘most  critical  period  in  their  lives. 

I  give  the  following  information  as  being  the  minimum  cost  of  the  necessary  dental 
treatment. 

As  there  are  2,591  scholars  in  the  Govt,  aided  Private  Schools,  the  dental  surgeon  would 
Jbe  wholly  occupied  with  the  children  and  Govt,  patients  to  the  exclusion,  of  his  private  practice 

(1)  In  consequence  his  present  emoluments  would  have  to  be  increased  by  Es  2,000  per 
Minium  minimum,  in  lieu  of  private  practice. 

(2)  Dental  material  Es  500  per  annum. 

(3)  Travelling  allowance  Es  500  per  annum. 

So  that  the  total  extra  cost  to  the  Colony  would  be  Rs  3,000  or  Es.  1.20  per  child  per 

jHmum. 

For  the  immense  benefit  derived  at  such  a  small  outlay,  serious  consideration  should  be 
jjiven  to  this  matter. 

Summary  of  Dental  Treatment  given  to  Govt.  Officials ,  employees,  paupers,  etc. 

in  the  Hospital  for  1932 . 


Extractions  with  Local  Anaesthetic 

•  •  • 

118 

„  without  „ 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

128 

,,  with  chloroform 

•  •• 

•  •• 

16 

Total  number  of  extractions 

•  •  • 

•  DO 

262 

Total  number  of  fillings 

•  •« 

•  •• 

53 

,,  scalings 

Mt 

•Bi 

5 

t}  dentures 

•  •ft 

16 

34 


.Appkndix  G, 

•4 

J&eport  of  Visiting  Magistrate  F.  IVester green  on  Assumption  and  Aldabra  Is1  unis. 

The  Chief  Medical  Officer, 

I  beg  to  report  that  I  left  Mah6  on  the  11th  November  at  4.30  p.m.  for  Assumption  and 
Aldabra  Islands  and  returned  on  the  20th  December  at  8.30  p.m.  Calm  with  light  and 
variable  winds  prevailed  both  on  the  outward  and  inward  voyage. 

Assumption  Island • 

I  arrived  at  Assumption  island  on  the  27th  November  at  11.45  a.m.  and  left  for  Aldabra 
the  next  day. 

Population.  The  population  was  on  my  arrival  150  and  on  my  departure  130  (men  100, 
women  20,  children  10)  including  the  manager  Mr.  L.  Morel  and  his  assist mt  Mr.  D.  Mein 
the  ex-manager  of  Aldabra  aud  their  families. 

Jlousing.  In  company  with  the  manager  I  inspected  the  camp.  The  huts  were  in  fairly  good 
condition,  clean  and  provided  with  latrines,  the  labourers  complained  that  they  had  been  short 
£>f  rice  and  oil,  and  also  that  they  at  times  got  diarrhoea  due  to  the  maize  and  other  foodstuffs 
which  were  supplied  to  them  when  there  was  no  more  rice  on  the  island.  The  register  of 
Camp  was  not  in  order.  I  told  the  manager  that  this  was  unlawful  and  that  this  offence  was 
contrary  to  section  56  of  Ordinance  No.  5  of  1909. 

Rations.  The  manager  informed  me  on  arrival  on  the  island  that  his  supply  of  rice  was 
exhausted  since  few  days.  I  examined  the  ration  book  and  found  that  the  last  ration  of  rice 
was  issued  on  the  5th  October.  According  to  enquiry  made  they  lived  from  that  ration  up 
to  the  11th  October,  from  the  12th  to  the  16th  October  they  were  supplied  with  some  flour  or 
jnaize,  on  the  17th  October  the  manager  informed  them  that  there  was  no  more  food  aud  to 
try  and  get  some  by  themselves. 

the  labourers  by  accident  discovered  that  a  certain  kind  of  yams  locally  known  as 
“canibar”  was  growing  wild  on  the  island,  and  they  lived  upon  that  from  the  17th  to  the  27th 
October.  I  understood  from  the  labourers  that  this  was  nearly  finished  when  we  arrived, 
consequently  if  the  i  oat  had  delayed  some  da}Ts  mere,  they  would  have  been  in  a  most  critical 
position  as  all  food  supplies  even  of  cambar  wet  e  exhausted,  and  the  labourers  may  have  died 
of  starvation.  Turtle  being  out  of  season  and  therefore  very  scarce  and  the  fish  supply  not 
sufficient  to  feed  150  people  as  fish  is  scarce  also. 

It  is  obvious  that  when  the  Zipporah  left  Assumption  on  the  30th  August  1932,  that  there 
Was  barely  two  months  supply  of  rations  left  with  the  manager  for  150  people,  and  recording 
fiO  section  38  of  Ordinance  No.  5  of  1909,  there  should  be  at  least  on  the  departure  of  the  ship 
from  the  island  a  supply  of  ration  equal  to  the  average  three  months  consumption.  In  this 
Case  the  law  was  not  complied  with. 

The  question  of  food  on  an  island  with  such  a  big  population  is  a  very  important  matter 
.and  the  owners  or  lessees  who  as  in  this  case  failed  to  provide  his  island  with  sufficient  food 
should  in  my  opinion  be  severely  dealt  with  and  the  labourers  who  have  suffered  from  want  of 
food  should  be  entitled  to  full  compensation  as  laid  down  by  the  section  48  of  Ordinance 
No.  5  of  1909. 

It  will  be  perhaps  well  to  mention  that  when  I  felt  this  island  on  the  28th  November 
there  was  on  59  bags  of  rice  or  for  two  and  a  half  months’  supply  and  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  send  a  ship  there  in  the  middle  of  January  taking  into  consideration  the  calm 
weather.  This  again  is  a  further  offence  as  the  lessees  failed  to  provide  at  least  three  months 

fations. 

Prison  booh.  Finps  amounting  to  Rs  44.10  were  imposed  on  21  labourers  during  the  year.  I 
Jiave  examined  all  the  findings  of  these  cases  and  confirmed  same.  The  list  of  fines  signed  by 
the  manager  is  herewith  attached.  There  was  no  record  in  the  book  to  show  that  these  fines 
were  p Ad  into  the  Treasury.  According  to  section  63  (1)  of  Ordinance  No.  5  of  1909  this 
should  be  paid  within  a  period  of  three  months.  This  again  is  another  offence. 

RTospital.  The  Hospital  was  fairly  clean  and  provided  with  sufficient  bedding.  There  was 
ample  supply  of  medicines  and  24  ozs.  of  quinine.  During  the  year  only  two  patients  were 
admitted  with  Erysipelas  and  Rheumatism,  there  was  no  case  of  fever  on  record.  The 
jnarager  informed  me  that  the  health  of  the  labourers  had  been  very  good  this  year,  but  the 
labourers  complained  of  diarrhoea  due  to  the  food  they  had  to  eat  when  the  rice  supply  was 
4>ut. 

Reservoir.  There  was  24,232  gallons  of  water  in  one  of  the  reservoirs,  the  average  dai'y  con¬ 
sumption  was  about  200  gallons.  I  have  already  pointed  out  in  my  last  report  on  Assumption 
island  that  rain  water  was  collected  by  the  labourers  from  the  roof  of  their  huts  in  open 
barrels  and  that  this  habit  created  breeding  places.  At  that  time  i  suggested  that  bunded 
barrels  with  a  stoppered  hole  at  the  bottom  to  draw  water  be  used.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  so 
liar  no  steps  had  been  taken  to  carry  out  my  instructions. 

Pools.  I  examined  the  pools  which  contained  rain  water  and  also  the  barrels  in  the  camp,’ 
the  majority  contained  a  prodigious  amount  of  culicinae  larvae  but  no  anopheles. 
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Guano.  There  was  in  store  according’  to  the  manager  about  2,872  tons  of  guano,  and  during 
the  year  9,450  tons  had  been  shipped  as  follows  : — 

S.  V.  Halland  400 

S.  S.  Cronshave^^  1,200 

r  S.  S.  Solafric  4,500 

S.  Y.  Passat  3,350 


9,450  tons. 

Tobacco.  There  was  a  great  demand  for  smoking  tobacco  on  all  the  island  and  the  supply  sent 
is  generally  insufficient.  Tobacco  grown  there  is  apparently  not  suitable  for  smoking  and  is 
used  for  chewine.  T  here  was  in  store  5,009  Four  Aces  cigarettes,  25  lbs  plug  tobacco  and  75 
lbs  tobacco  leaves  wh  en  I  left  the  island. 


Aldabra  Island. 

I  arrived  at  Aldabra  on  the  29th  November  at  9.25  a.m.  and  left  for  Mahe  on  the  1st 
December  at  6  p.m. 

Population.  The  population  was  52  (men  43,  women  6,  and  children  3)  including  the 
the  manager  Mr.  B.  Mathiot  ;  his  wife  and  two  children.  There  were  only  twenty  labourers 
employed,  the  rest  are  contractors  as  follows  : — 

Fishing  contractor  employed  19  labourers.  Timber  contractor  employed  2  labourers, 
neither  the  labourers  of  the  fishing  nor  timber  contractor  are  on  the  pay  list  of  the  manager. 
Housing.  The  camp  was  very  clean  in  good  condition  and  provided  with  latrines.  One  of  the 
latrines  near  the  hospital  was  in  a  rather  bad  condition,  I  called  the  manager’s  attention  to 
this  and  he  promised  to  have  it  repaired  as  soon  as  possible. 

Complaint.  No  complnint  was  made  by  the  labourers. 

Ration.  The  supply  of  rice  on  my  arrival  on  the  island  was  kilos  818  and  on  my  departure 
kilos  2,318,  the  average  monthly  consumption  was  kilos  670,  this  inculdes  also  the  ration 
supply  to  the  contractors.  The  ration  book  was  examined  and  found  correct. 

Hospital.  The  Hospital  was  clean  and  provided  with  6  wooden  be  is  3  mattresses,  3  mosquito 
nets,  13  bed  sheets  and  5  blankets.  No  patient  was  admitted  to  the  Hospital  during  the  year. 
The  manager  reported  that  there  was  net  the  slightest  case  of  fever,  I  personally  enquired 
into  the  health  of  everyone  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Bouillon 
who  was  complaining  of  a  pain  in  the  pit  of  the  stomach  and  an  old  labourer  who  had 
polypus  in  the  nose,  the  rest  looked  in  the  best  of  health  and  happy.  Mr.  Bouillon  and  this 
labourer  were  sent  to  Mahe,  their  contract  being  completed. 

Medicine.  The  list  of  medicines  signed  by  the  manager  is  herewith  submitted  for  medical 
information.  There  was  26  ozs.  of  quinine  when  I  left  the  island. 

Reservoir.  The  reservoir  contiguous  to  the  manager’s  residence  was  complete  1  in  September 
of  this  year,  it  measures  20’  x  15’  x  4’  and  was  covered  with  corrugated  iron  but  was  not 
mosauito  proof.  I  pointed  out  in  my  last  report  that  the  corrugated  iron  roof  of  the  big 
reservoir  was  holed  and  that  to  render  it  mosquito  proof  it  was  necessary  to  solder  or  putty 
these  holes.  So  far  not  the  slightest  notice  was  taken  of  my  recommendation  and  the  reservoir 
was  in  the  same  state  as  when  I  left  it  in  February  1932.  I  examined  the  water  from  these 
reservoirs  and  found  no  anopheles. 

Water  tanks.  The  water  tank  near  the  manager’s  house  was  simply  covered  with  corrugated 
iron  and  the  other  near  the  store  was  still  wide  open.  Dr.  Mathew  recommended  that  these 
tanks  be  mosquito  proof  or  dispensed  with  when  the  new  reservoir  be  completed,  and  this  was 
not  complied  with.  There  was  no  water  in  these  tanks  when  I  was  there. 

Pools.  I  said  in  my  report  on  Aldabra  that  there  remain  within  a  redius  of  1000  yards  from 
the  settlement  the  approximate  flying  distance  of  the  anopheles  about  859  pools  to  be  filled  in 
with  sand,  and  I  recommended  that  this  should  be  done.  From  what  I  noticed  this  important 
work  was  discontinued  from  the  very  day  that  1  left  the  island.  I  also  noticed  to  my  great 
disappointment  that  the  labourers  had  reverted  to  their  bad  habits  of  removing  the  sand  from 
the  “pave”  holes  to  collect  rain  water  for  washing  purposes,  and  this  in  the  area  which  had 
been  treated  within  200’  from  the  camp.  I  called  the  manager’s  attention  to  this  and  he  told 
me  that  he  was  not  aware  of  same,  he  then  sent  for  the  man  who  had  removed  the  earth  from 
these  pools  and  very  severely  admonished  him.  Malaria  is  not  a  malady  to  be  trifled  with  and 
if  this  deplorable  state  of  things  are  allowed  to  continue,  I  am  afraid  sooner  or  later  there 
will  be  another  outbreak  of  this  disease  there.  I  therefore  beg  to  submit  for  the  serious 
consideration  of  the  C.  M.  O. 

Mosquitos.  I  noticed  a  very  marked  dimunition  of  mosquitos  at  Picard  compared  with  the 
same  period  last  year.  The  manager  was  also  of  this  opinion  and  told  me  that  he  was  now 
sleeping  without  a  mosquito  net. 

The  labourers  also  told  me  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  light  a  smudge  in  the  evening  to 
keep  away  the  mosquitos  as  it  was  the  case  formerly.  During  the  time  I  was  there  I 
searched  for  the  anopheles  both  in  the  adult  and  larva  stages  and  could  not  find  any.  I 
examined  about  150  pools  of  water  and  also  the  water  from  the  reservoirs. 

Books.  All  books  were  examined  and  found  correct. 

(Sd.)  F.  WESTE  RGREEN 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Appendix  H.  o 

'  V 

Report  on  the  Inspection  of  Desroches,  Marie  Ionise ,  Farquhar  and  Froiidence 
Islands  by  Dr.  K.  C.  Mathew  Visiting  Magistrates. 


(1)  Four  of  the  outlying  islands  were  inspected  during  the  recent  trip  of  the  Charles 
Edouard  between  the  19th  and  81st  October  1982.  We  lanced  at  Desroches  at  8.80  p.m.  on 
8uth  October.  We  visited  the  office  and  examined  the  pay  book,  the  camp  register.  The 
punishment  book,  the  hospital  register  and  the  shop  journal.  There  were  17  men,  nine 
boys  and  eight  women  making  a  total  of  34  personal  on  the  Pay  Sheet  of  the  Company. 
Besides  there  are  six  women  and  eleven  children  of  under  age  who  are  not  working  od  tha 
Island  giving  a  gross  total  of  51  souls  on  the  Island. 

I  found  in  the  Punishment  Register  3  Entries  for  Fermentation  of  Bacca.  2  being 
against  the  same  individual.  The  Manager  was  advised  that  if  the  same  person  repeated  tha 
same  offence  for  tbe  third  time  he  had  better  be  sent  over  to  Mahe.  The  list  showing  the 
fines  inflicted  by  the  Manager  on  different  labourers  for  various  offences  since  the  last 
inspection  is  appended  hereafter. 

The  shop  Journal  shows  no  irregularity.  The  Weights  and  Measures  are  correct.  There 
was  sufficient  stock  of  rations  of  the  required  quality  to  last  for  three  months. 

The  camp  was  fairly  neat  and  had  sufficient  latrines  attached  to  it.  The  quality  of 
drinking  water  part  of  which  comes  from  stored  rain  water  and  part  from  the  wells,  is  fair. 
There  is  a  well  dug  with  stone  walls  after  the  instruction  of  last  visiting  magistrate. 

No  complaints  were  brought  up  to  me  against  tbe  administration  although  the  labourers 
were  interviewed  severally  and  questioned.  None  was  sick  at  the  Hospital  and  nobody  came 
for  treatment. 

There  was  sufficient  hospital  accommodation  and  enough  first  aid  equipment.  Only  I 
advised  the  Manager  to  have  the  bottles  labelled  Poison  to  be  kept  in  a  separate  cupboard 
apart  from  other  Drugs. 

(2)  We  left  Desrochf  s  at  6  p.m.  on  the  same  day  and  reached  Marie  Louise  at  11.30  a.  m. 
the  next  day.  1  was  impressed  with  the  comparative  neatness  of  the  Isl.nd  with  its  well  laid 
footpath  numerous  poultry,  attempts  at  obtaining  fresh  milk  at  least  for  those  that  are  sick  by 
rearing  cows  and  the  endeavour  to  raise  and  maintain  a  vegetable  garden.  I  mention  this 
with  the  hope  that  other  islands  might  imitate  this  example  and  make  it  a  point  to  grow  fresh 
vegetables  which  besides  being  greatly  appreciated  by  the  labourers  helps  to  maintain  their 
good  health  by  supplying  the  important  vitamin  food  principle  which  is  not  present  in  any 
super  abundant  quantity  in  the  usual  food  they  eat  on  tie  islands. 

There  was  nothing  irregular  that  was  noticed  on  this  island  excepting  (1)  three  quarter 
bag  of  saigon  rice  found  in  the  shop  which  the  Managers  assures  me  in  his  deposition  here¬ 
with  annexed  is  for  his  own  private  use.  (2)  In  the  stock  Register  of  the  shop  there  is  an. 
entry  of  20  bags  of  rice  at  Rs  17  per  bag  and  immediately  lollowing another  entry  of  5  bags 
of  Rice  at  Rs  11  per  bag  under  date  27th  August  1932.  The  list  does  not  explain  of  what 
quality  the  last  lot  is  although  the  Manager  tries  to  explain  it  away  as  an  inferior  kindjf 
Bengal  Rice.  This  leaves  one  in  doubt  as  Rs.  11  happens  to  be  about  the  price  of  a  bag  Oj£_ 
Saigon  Rice.  It  may  be  noted  that  a  barrel  of  Catalan  Wine  has  been  brought  to  the  Island. 
The  Manager  declares  in  his  statement  herewith  :  nnexedthis  to  be  for  his  personal  use. 

No  Fines  were  recorded  to  be  inflicted  on  the  personal,  the  island  has  a  total  population 
of  53  souls,  47  being  on  the  pay  sheet  of  the  comphw*4  and  6  unemployed.  Those  in 
employment  are  22  men,  16  boys  and  9  women.  There  was  sufficient  ration  of  the  required 
quality  on  stock  to  hold  for  3  months.  The  water  supply  fairly. 

No  complaints  were  brought  up  against  the  administration  and  no  one  was  seriouly  sick 
General  Sanitation  goo  I. 

(3)  The  next  islai  d  inspected  was  Farquhar-  We  reached  this  at  6.30  p.m.  on  the  24th. 
The  shop  was  inspected  ;  seven  bags  of  Saigon  rice  was  found  in  the  shop,  there  was  another 
lot  of  29  bags  cf  saigon  rice  stored  up  elsewhere  samples  of  these  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Hon.  Ag.  Crown  Prosecutor.  The  various  amounts  of  the  different  qualities  of  rice  imported 
to  the  island  as  per  statement  of  the  Manager  are  as  follows. 


Total 


quantity  used 


Bengal  rice 

Saigon  rice. 

22*  bags 

nil 

(taken  over  from  former  lessee) 

25  „ 

10  bags 

(June  by  Charles  Edouard) 

20  „ 

40  „ 

(1st  August  Col  indoc) 

20  „ 

]0  „ 

(19th  Sept.  Zipporah) 

40  „ 

nil 

(24th  Oct.  Charles  Edouard) 

127* 

60 

on  hand 

66 

36 

ed 

61* 

24. 

Month 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

New  Arrivals 


on  Pay  list 

No,  not  working 
Women  Children 

Total 

71 

8 

16 

95 

71 

8 

20 

99 

96 

6 

19 

121 

.  97 

6 

22 

125 

101 

12 

26 

139 

11 

3 

2 

16. 
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It  must  be  pointed  out  that  the  number  on  the  pay  list  includes  a  number  of  women  and 
boys  which  do  not  get  the  full  pay. 

There  was  a  general  complaint  that  saigon  rice  was  doled  out  as  half  rations  ;  that  is  to  say 
tialf  the  total  amount  of  rice  due  to  each  labourer  was  given  as  bengal  and  the  other  half  as 
saigon  rice.  But  at  the  same  time  there  was  a  general  dislike  for  maize.  All  the  labourers 
interviewed  complained  against  maize  and  some  of  them  went  even  to  the  extent  of  declaring 
that  no  mention  ever  was  made  of  maize  as  forming  part  of  their  rations  when  they  were 
engage!  at  Victoria. 

A  statement  to  this  effect  from  one  of  the  labourers  is  herewith  annexed.  Tue  refusal  to 
receive  maize  as  part  of  the  rations  can  be  partially  explained.  Earquhar  produces  a  good 
amount  of  maize  annually,  this  is  cultivated  on  the  share  system  although  the  proprietor  buys 
the  share  belonging  to  the  labourers,  nevertheless  he  keeps  a  certain  portion  of  the  fruits  of 
his  toil  for  his  own  use  ;  thus  several  people  have  for  themselves  a  certain  amount  of  maize  in 
stock,  and  hence  the  refusal  to  receive  an  extra  amount  as  rations. 

The  various  statements  herewith  annexed  show  that  saigon  rice  has  been  served  out  as  part 
of  the  rations.  In  fact  the  Manager  and  the  owner  themse’ves  admitted  it  in  their  depositions. 

The  following  points  may  be  mentioned  to  mitigate  the  gravity  of  the  above  irregularity. 

(1)  Earquhar  has  produced  about  30  tons  of  maize  during  the  last  six  months  and 
there  has  been  a  good  stock  of  same  on  the  Island.  The  owner  is  entitled  to  dole 
it  out  as  half  rations. 

(2)  The  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  labourers  for  one  reason  or  other  to  receive  maize  as 

*  part  of  their  rations. 

(3)  The  general  supply  of  fresh  fish  which  the  labourers  admit  they  had  received  on 
the  island. 

Besides  saigon  rice  3  barrels  of  Catalan  and  1  barrel  of  table  wine  has  been  brought  to 
the  island  ;  of  this  barrel  has  been  partially  sold  in  the  shop  at  75  cts  per  bottle.  The 
shop  possesses  no  special  license  for  the  sale  of  liquours.  2|  barrels  of  the  wine  still  remain 
on  the  island. 

No  fine  were  inflicted  on  the  labourers  since  it  was  taken  over  by  the  new  owner.  There  was 
none  in  the  Hospital.  The  Hospital  has  sufficient  accommodation  and  enough  supply  of  drugs. 

The  camp  appeared  neat  and  had  enough  latrine  supplied  to  it.  New  additions  were 
being  made  to  the  camp  to  accommodate  fresh  arrivals. 

The  water  supply  comes  from  wells  and  is  of  a  fair  quality.  There  is  a  basin  being 
built  to  procure  rain  water.  There  was  sufficient  stock  of  beng  d  rice  to  hold  for  three 
months  when  I  left  the  island.  The  Manager  was  asked  not  to  issue  saigon  rice  arnjL  more 
as  rations  until  further  instructions- 

General  sanitary  condition  good. 

(4)  We  weighed  anchor  from  Farquhar  on  the  night  of  the  26th  and  reached  Provi¬ 
dence  by  noon  on  the  27th.  Providence  has  a  total  population^  of  56  souls  being 
27  men,  23  women  and  G  children  ;  of  these  27  men,  15  women  and  7  boys 
(total  49)  are  in  the  employ  of  the  company.  No  complaints  worth  noting  was 
brought  to  me  against  the  manager.  Camp  and  Hospital  have  sufficient  accommodation. 
There  was  none  sick  at  the  Hospital.  A  child  called  Yolande  Marie  aged  3  months 
and  5  days  was  reported  dead.  Probable  cause  of  death.  Infantile  Diarrhoea. 

There  was  sufficient  stock  of  rations  of  the  right  qurlity  to  last  for  three  months. 
The  water  supply  comes  partly  from  wells  and  partly  stored  up  rain  water.  Weights 
and  measures  correct.  Nothing  irregular  was  noted  on  this  Island. 

Charles  Edouard  left  Providence  in  the  afternoon  of  the  27th  and  reached  Port 
Victoria  on  the  31st. 


5.11.32 


(Sd.)  K.  C.  MATHEW, 

Visiting  Magistrate  and  Medical  Officer. 
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Appendix  J. 

Nurses  training  school  Seychelles  Government  Hospital . 

In  1931  a  “Nurses  Home”  was  opened  in  the  quarters  of  the  Hospital  lately  occupied  by 
the  Resident  Surgeon.  The  home  is  quite  comfortable  and  consists  of  a  spacious  dormitory, 
dining  room  and  a  small  combined  sitting  room  and  library.  There  is  a  bath  room  and 
a  lavaton  attached  to  the  Home,  and  electric  lights  are  laid  on  in  all  the  rooms. 

A  complete  course  of  medical,  surgical  and  maternity  nursing  is  provided  for  in  the 
syllabus  which  takes  a  minimum  of  three  years  to  complete,  but  in  practice  about  four  years 
are  required.  There  were  in  training  in  1932  seven  probationary  nurses.  These  youug  ladies 
are  selected  from  good  middle  class  families  and  a  high  standard  of  education  on  entrance 
is  expected. 

The  usual  systematic  course  of  lectures  were  delivered  during  the  year  and  clinical 
teaching  was  carried  out  in  the  wards. 

In  addition  to  the  Diploma  in  Midwifery,  the  standard  for  this  examination  being  not  less 
than  the  C.  M.  B.  of  England,  a  certificate  to  practice  as  a  local  midwife  is  delivered  after 
examination  and  attendance  for  not  less  than  twelve  months  in  the  practical  work  of  the 
Maternity  Department. 

The  standard  for  the  certificate  is  not  as  high  as  for  the  Diploma,  but  a  good  sound 
knowledge  of  practical  midwifery,  ante  and  post-natal  treatment,  and  diseases  of  the  new 
born  is  required. 
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